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We present a Christmas mystery--to borrow a term from the mediaeval 
theater. The arctic background leaves no doubt to what holiday our greeting 
pertains. And our fruitless inquiries, halfway across the continent, satisfy us 
that we are laying a genuine mystery before you. So, let your joy, your feast- 
ing, and your carolling be interspersed with scholarly meditation! 

The picture is labelled "Steam Ice Boat Adapted for Frozen Lakes and 
Rivers, N.B., 1860." Mariners' Museum, which owns the original, has no further 
information. Painted on the cabin is "Prairie du Chien & St. Paul"; below the 
guard rail, "St. Peters Pymbina & Saskachavan." Allowing for bad spelling, this 
may mean that someone--perhaps "N.B."--planned (or dreamed) the craft to ply in 
jingle-bell time between the upper Mississippi and Lake Winnipeg,via the Minne- 
sota and Red Rivers, sledding over the lowlands between their headwaters. 

No evidence to date suggests that the steam ice boat was more than a 
dream. Member Loudon Wilson of- Fair Haven,Mich., who wrote on the Red River of 
the North in the eighth Bill, suggests "the possibility that it was a drawing 
produced as sarcastic comment on the long winters in that country and suggesting 
a cure for a short navigation season." But he recalls that “some years ago there 
was in use on Lake Winnipeg a steam tractor similar to the old threshing straw 
burner,which had spiked wheels and was used to draw loaded sleds over the ice." 

John H. Hull of Winnipeg, whose Red River steamboat notes will soon 
appear in the Bill, says, "I also think it was some inventor's dream." Manitoba 
Provincial Library has "no positive information," but shares our own feeling 
that "it would be interesting to know how locomotion was to be obtained." There 
may, of course, be a "spiked wheel" chipping out ice cubes somewhere under the 
stern; but we have another theory--that the reindeer have been unhitched and 
led offstage right. 

At any rate, fellow members, there is your greeting card, and your 
problem. If you get anywhere with it, we'll offer another mystery picture soon. 
Meantime, may this greeting usher in a year of good times, good friends, good 
steamboating, and hearty cooperation in the work of the Society. This is not 
only our greeting to you, but your greeting to one another. The picture bears 
the good wishes of all our members at the Mariners! Museum. The Christmas dec- 
|} orations are clipped from steamboat greeting cards sent us in recent seasons by 

Frank St. Clair, Bill McDonald, Loren Graham, Stephan Gmelin, Jim Deacon, and 
Tracey Brooks. Merry Christmas to all, from everybody: 


Belo bei 
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DECLINE AND FALL OF THE R. R. CUYLER 


By Erik Heyl 


Anyone who traces the stories of our early American steamers will find 
some instances of skulduggery which resulted in considerable diplomatic fuss 
and bother. One outstanding example is the postwar history of the screw steamer 
R. R. CUYLER, built in 1861 by Samuel Sneeden of New York for H. B. Cromwell & 
Company. She had a wood hull, 237! x 33'3" x 16'2", and was of 1200 gross tons. 
Her vertical engine was 70" x 4' stroke, operating at <5 pounds pressure, and 
supplied with steam from 2 boilers. Her propeller was 16' in diameter. She had 
an average speed of 12 knots, which could be whipped up to a 14.8-knot maximum. 


Cromwert & Co 
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the 3-mile limit. ORETO sailed 
later, becoming the famous Con- 
federate raider FLORIDA. 

From December ,1862,to Jan- 
uary,1865, R. R. CUYLER was at- 
tached to the squadron blockad- 
ing Mobile Bay and Harbor. On 
January 15, FLORIDA, which had 
received her armament at Mobile 
after leaving Nassau, broke 
through the blockading fleet 


| 


Named after the President of the 
Central of Georgia Railway Company, R. 
R. CUYLER was intended for the New 
York-New Orleans service of H.B. Crom- 
well & Co. She was quickly taken over 
by the Government ,jhowever, on the out- 
break of the Civil War,her first serv- 
ice being the transporting of the 7lst 
New York State Regiment from New York, 
April 21,1861,to reinforce Washington. 

The Navy Department chartered her 
in May for three months, at the expir- 
ation of which it purchased her for 
$165,000. Armed with two 32-pounders 
of 57 cwt.,six S2-pounders of 33 cwt., 
and two rifled cannon, she was commis- 
sioned and placed on blockade duty. 

On August 26, 1861, she partici- 
pated in the capture and burning of 
the ship FINLAND in Apalachicola Bay; 
on November 22 she captured the steam- 
ers A. J. VIEW and HENRY LEWIS in the 
Mississippi River;and between December 
l and 9 she captured the sloops ADVO- 
CATE, EXPRESS, and OSCEOLA, and the 
schooners DELIGHT and OLIVE on the 
lower part of the river. On January 
20, 1862, she captured the schooner Jd. 
W. WILDER off Mobile, and on March 
29 the schooner GRACE E. BAKER off Cu- 
ba. In May the schooner JANE was 
sighted at sea and taken. 

In July, R. R. CUYLER was ordered 
to Nassau, Bahamas, to investigate the 
British steamer ORETO, reported to be 
fitting out asa privateer for the 
Confederate government. Before any 
definite facts could be ascertained, 
the British government ordered the CUY- 
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and escaped, though pursued for 

a time by the CUYLER. 
During the next year, a good deal 
of time was spent searching for the 
phantom cruiser #290, which had been 
built in England and was reported at 
large. But #290, later to become the 
raider ALABAMA, eluded all traps. In 
May, 1863, R. R. CUYLER captured the 
steamer EUGENIE off Mobile Bay. On May 
17-18, she seized the schooner HUNTEK 
and some smaller sailing craft, and 
burned the schooner ISABEL. 

On July 14,1863, after taking the 
schooner KATE DALE, she was sent to 
search for the Confederate cruiser 
TALLAHASSEE, and continued on nearly 
continuous cruising duty throughout 
the rest of 1863,a1l1 through 1864, and 
into the first half of 1865. On Decem- 
ber 4, 1864, she captured the steamer 
ARMSTRONG on the high seas, a very 
valuable prize. 

R. R. CUYLER was decommissioned 
at New York July 1, 1865:°, and sold at 
auction on August 15 to Russell Stur- 
gis of New York for $81,000. Here be- 
gan the cloak and dagger part of her 
career. 

Sturgis kept ner until December, 
1866, when he sold her to the Republic 
of Colombia, the Colombian Embassy in 
Washington negotiating the deal. The 
contract provided that she was to be 
delivered fully armed and equipped at 
a Colombian port in February,1867. It 
was not long before the Spanish Ambas- 
sador--or, to use his official title, 
His Most Catholic Majesty's Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipoten- 


tiary--got wind of the scheme, and 
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filed a strong protest with the State 
Department. Spain was then at war with 
both Peru and Ecuador, and he clained 
that R. x. CUYLER was in reality to be 
used against Spain, and that the pur- 
chase by Colombia was merely a smoke- 
screen to give the transaction an air 
of respectability and legality. 

The State Department at once had 
the steamer seized, until the matter 
could be thoroughly investigated. Now 
the Colombian Embassy indignantly de- 
nied the allegations of the Spanish 
Ambassador and officially stated that 
the purchase was bona-fide, that their 
government was at peace with Spain, 
that no neutrality laws of the United 
States were being violated, and that 
the vessel was intended exclusively 
for the use of their government. 

As a result, the State Department 
permitted R. R. CUYLER to sail after 
posting a $200,000 bond, despite fur- 
ther Spanish protests. In due time she 
reached Cartagena, Colombia, and was 
renamed EL RAYO. Her crew on this trip 
were mainly American volunteers. 

The plot thickens now. The CUYLEKR 
had barely dropped her hook when a 
revolution overthrew the dictatorship 
of General Mosquera in Colombia. The 
new provisional government now found 
that Mosquera and Peru had executed a 
secret treaty, according to which R.R. 
CUYLER was to be transferred to the 
Peruvians, in return for certain po- 
litical concessions. Meantime a Span- 
ish squadron arrived off Cartagena and 
blockaded the former blockader. 

The Colombian provisional govern- 
} ment repudiated the whole transaction, 
| and refused to take possession of the 
steamer. Her volunteer crew had not 
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been paid, naturally, and grew ugly, 
threatening to seize the vessel and go 
into business on their own. There were 
also anumber of tights between the 
crew and the inhabitants, which caused 
some deaths and a large-volume of pro- 
tests and denials. 

The Spaniards, trusting neither 
the Colombian authorities nor the crew 
of the steamer, sent several boatloads 


of sailors and marines into the harbor 
from the man-of-war GERONA. Boarding 


EL RAYO, they removed all her’ steam 
valves, making it impossible to move 
her, then returned to their ship. 
During all this time, notes were 
being exchanged between the Colombian 
government and Washington, the Colom- 
bians requesting the United States to 
take back the steamer, the State De- 
partment insisting that there was no 
authority for doing so,as the original 
transaction had been between the Co- 
lombian government and private parties. 
Matters continued at a deadlock, 
with the Spaniards waiting outside the 
harbor, the crew getting no money, and 
neither Colombia nor the United States 
wanting the vessel. This might have 
gone on indefinitely,had not the forc- 
es of nature offered a prompt and ef- 
fective solution. On September ll-l2, 
1867, a very heavy squall struck the 
harvor of Cartagena, tore the unwanted 
EL RAYO-CUYLER from her moorings, and 
deposited her hard and fast on a coral 
reef. There were no local facilities 
for salvaging the steamer; so she was 
abandoned and s00n became a_e total 
wreck, to the immense relief of the 
diplomatic corps of both nations. By 
common consent the matter was let 
drop. 


LAST RACE OF THE PACKETS 


By H. 0. Frink 


Given two steamboats in past and more rugged days, you had a race. 


crews, the value of publicity. 


Every- 
one is familiar with some of the more famous--A. L. SHOTWELL vs. ECLIPSE(1853), 
NATCHEZ vs. KOBT. E. LEE (1870), CITY OF EXIE vs. TASHMOO (1901), BETSY ANN vs. 
TOM GREENE (1929), and a hundred more. 

There were in the past several reasons for steamboat races: the rivalry of 
owners,the commercial profits of victorious speed, the prestige of captains and 


Often, though, they raced "just for the hell of 


it." And, since it was almost entirely impromptu, put this last reason down for 
the latest of packet races--GOLDEN EAGLE vs. GORDON C.GREENE, November 7, 1946. 


I was a passenger on GORDON C.GREENE during the race. 
I think readers of Steamboat Bill may like a 


counts were brief and sketchy, 
story of it, even at this late date. 
When we arrived in New Orleans, 


GOLDEN EAGLE was already there, 
Space separated from ours by only one ship. 


Since newspaper ac- 


her dock 
Later, during a lecture on New Or- 


leans highlights, Captain Tom Greene mentioned GOLDEN EAGLE and the possibility 


that, if events so worked out, there might be a race. 


But it would be a safe 
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and sane race--no negro boy sitting on 
the safety valve,no bacon rind or pine 
knots in the furnace. Our grandfathers 
dia things that way, but they had more 
steamboats. 

It would not be the first time, I 
later learned, that the GREENE and the 
EAGLE had clashed. Capt. Mary Greene 
said of the other race in an interview, 
"TI didn't sleep a wink for five days un- 
til we passed the EAGLE. That was be- 
fore we burned oil,and our roustabouts 
wanted to break up all the furniture 
on board to burn under our boilers. 
That was done in many a river race." 

I visited GOLDEN EAGLE at once. 
She was a smaller, older vessel than 
GORDON C. GREENE; and, being all wood, 
even more picturesque. I became ac- 
quainted with her purser--or clerk, as 
the mate atthe gangplank had corrected 
me--and was given much interesting in- 
formation about the steamboat. One of 
his greatest problems, he told me, was 
to convince young visitors that it 
would not be profitable to the company 
to modernize and streamline the boat. 
"We would lose ninety-five per cent of 
our business," he said. 

GOLDEN EAGLE sailed north at @ P. 
M., Sunday,November 3. We watched her 
from the deck of the Streckfus ex- 
cursion steamer PRESIDENT. New Orleans 
gave her a good send-off. The bands of 
PRESIDENT and GORDON C. GREENE,as well 
as her own, played the going-away 
tunes, and, to the sound of all the 
sirens, whistles,and bells in the har- 
bor,she made her U-turn and headed up- 
river. 

We left the next night at 6 P.M., 
to the same fanfare. New Orleans is a 
good hostess. The EAGLE was thus 28 
hours ahead of us. However,the wooden 
steamer never ran at night,and she had 
to stop at Baton Rouge and Natchez; so 
that, despite the fact that the GREENE 
was delayed by fog and the same land- 
Si, we 
caught up. 

OruEr 
crew saw 
the smoke 
of GOLDEN 


GOLDEN EAGLE 
WM. GARIG 


Name 
Former Name 
Bul It 
Dimensions 


Efe n> Career 


#% THE CONTESTANTS! #% 


1904, Jeffersonville 
Keowee! 


EAGLE ear- 
ive onthe 
morning of 
November 7. 
Then began 
the long 
Pars 1, 
and final- 
1yc. ls. saw 
the smoke 
myself. 


Tonnage 
Propulsion 
Boilers 
Engines 
Horsepower 
Hull 
Master 
Pilots 


Engineer 


Home Port 


193 gross and net 


Sternwheel 
2 


154" diam., 
200 
Wood 


Capt. Ben Winters 


Capt. John 


Capt. Henry Cullen 


M. Woodruff 


6' stroke 


Brown 


St. Louis, Missouri 
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GORDON C. GREENE (Photo by CBM) 


This was near Greenville,about 11 A.M. 
Both of her stacks were pushing out 
swirling billows, big and pitch black. 
She knew we were there, and she had 
picked up the gauntlet. 

Captain Walter Horne had brought 
the GREENE within challenging distance 
and now, his watch over, gave way to 
Captain Harry Reardon. Captain Keardon 
stepped on the whistle. 

Etesaids “leameicoming apy 

The EAGLE's whistle said,"Try and 
do it!" Her paddles stamped the brown 
water,threshed it white, sent it foam- 
ing back an eighth ‘ofa mile. to hie 
the bank. Her'scape pipes sent steam 
whisking into her smoke, and she was 
throwing cinders all over the Missis- 
sippi Valley. Captain Winters was af- 
ter those antlers. 

Captain Greene was equally deter- 
mined to keep them. His steamer trem- 
bled; she hopped a little as a stern- 
wheeler will. Mr. Heath used oil fast 
--so much of it that all the ration 
boards of the country turned over in 
their graves. 

The river was down, 
Here nothing of the shore 
seen but the rows of cottonwood, 


but rising. 
could be 
oak, 


| and sycamore. 


About 


: this time, 
GORDON C. GREENE I went down 


CAPE GLRARDEAU to my cab- 
1923, Jeffersonville ary for 
GLO EX G5G08 (KeO. film, cand 
470 gross and net met Capt. 
Sternwheel Mary Greene 
4 return flue on the 
18" diam., 8' stroke] st airway 
900 landing. 
Steel "- Who 
Capt. Tom Greene do you 
Capt. Harry Reardon think will 
Capt. Walter Horne win, Cap- 
Frank Heath tain?" ig 
Cincinnati, Ohio asked. 
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GOLDEN EAGLE (Courtesy F. Way, Jr.) 


She smiled. "We will, of course," 


she said in a tone that settled it and 


implied that it was afoolish question. 

The GREENE gained only by inches, 
but she gained. The EAGLE was in the 
west channel. The river was deserted. 

The race had been on for an hour, 
two hours. It was not a frantic race, 
but a struggle of slow determination. 
We approached Arkansas City, and just 
before it the long sharp turn called 
Choctaw Bend. Along this stretch, the 
towns are now located far from the 
river--a matter of mutual consent, no 
mount: Old Mr. River is nota good 
neighbor. So it was that, as far as 
could be seen from our steamer, the 
race had no audience. When ROBT.E. LEE 
raced NATCHEZ over these same waters 
so long ago, the shore people of three 
states stopped everything for almost 
four days. Extra editions of the news- 
papers were printed, and fortunes 
changed hands. But today it seemed 
as if the world were content to let 
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the old river have this last race of 
the packets to its lone enjoyment. 

Another half hour had passed, and 
we were abreast the EAGLE, She went 
Clear in to the shore on the bend, al- 
most on the bank. Our pilot chose to 
go outside,which seemed to me the long 
way around,but which I found out later 
was not. The EAGLE had temporarily the 
advantage of current,but a little lat- 
er the GREENE got the soft water, and 
this maneuver put our steamer quite a 
distance ahead. 

The race proper had lasted two 
hours and three quarters, and had cov- 
ered 22 miles. The winner's speed, 
therefore, had been 8 miles per hour. 
Truly,this had been a race between the 
tortoise and the turtle. The LEE and 
NATCHEZ had done better than 18 miles 
per hour. But things are relative. 

As the EAGLE faded slowly into 
the distance, and when, after a long 
time, nothing more of her was’ to be 
seen,all of us on the GREENE knew that 
she had raced a gallant race and had 
nothing to regret over its loss. 

That was the last 1 was’ ever to 
* See SB No. 235, pp. 29-350. 

Acknowledgment: Kenneth Dunshee, ed- 
itor of News From Home,was aboard GOR- 
DON C. GREENE on this trip. I noticed 
he was working hard while the rest of 
us loafed. Later I found out why. In 
a special steamboat number of his mag- 
azine (Spring, 1°47), he has several 
articles, including a log of the pas- 
sage. My own notes being sketchy, I 
have refreshed my memory from this log. 
Thanks to Mr. Dunshee, and due acknow- 


ledgment of my borrowings. --Author 


PASSENGER STEaMBOATS OF SEBAGO LAKE 


By Edwin A.Patt 


(Part of a Book now in Preparation on the Inland Steamboats of Maine ) 


In 1846, 


a group of men of Bridgton, 
possibility of putting a steamboat on Sebago Lake. 


Maine, and vicinity considered the 


It was planned to have such 


a vessel run in connection with stages at Harrison and at the lower end of Se- 
bago Lake,and the owners of the stages were taken in as part-owners of the pro- 


posed steamboat. 
Navigation Company, 


The Maine legislature chartered the Sebago & Long Pond Steam 
giving it exclusive rights to navigate by steam the waters 


of Long Pond and Sebago Lake for a period of ten years. 
A Mr. Friend of New York,who was commissioned to build the steamer,arrived 


in Maine in 1847. 
on a site 


not far from where the railroad station was later erected. 


It was decided to build her at North Bridgton on Long Lake, 


Such an 


undertaking in the hinterland attracted a great deal of local interest, and the 


settlers flocked to Bridgton to watch the building of the steamboat. 
the FAWN was completed. On the day of her first trip to the 


the summer of 1847, 


Late in 


lower end of Sebago Lake, the countryside was virtually depopulated by the mass 


migration to see her. 
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SEBAGO and MOUNT PLEASANT in the Seventies 
at Songo Locks, then being reconstructed. 


No records exist of her dimen- 
sions, nor can any pictures be found. 
There are, however, some references to 
her machinery which say she had an en- 
gine and boiler much too large for her 
hull, and was very cranky and poorly 
balanced. It is also recorded that in 
the winding channel of the Songo River 


passengers literally worked their pas- 


sage by shifting from one side of the 
boat to the other,in an effort to keep 
both paddle wheels in the water on the 
short turns. Before long a substitute 
for passenger cooperation was devised: 
a small car loaded with iron chain and 
pushed from port to starboard as re- 
quired, on a track laid athwartships. 

The operation of FAWN was profit- 
able for the first two years; but the 
building of the Atlantic & St.Lawrence 
Railroad,and the operation of its con- 
necting stage lines to the lake region 
gradually cut into her earnings,and by 
1855 the company decided to cease op- 
erating. FAWN had cost $8000 to build 
in 1847; on April 18, 1855, she was 
sold for $1885. She was dismantled, 
and her engine and boiler were sold to 
owners on Moosehead Lake,to which they 
were hauled by horses over more than a 
hundred miles of primitive roads. 

It is of interest to note that 
the engine and boiler were installed 
in FAIRY OF THE LAKE, built at Moose- 
head Lake in 1858. It was a square low 
pressure engine of 200 horsepower, and 
had been originally ina sidewheel 
towboat in New York harbor. 

From 1855 to 1869,Sebago Lake was 
without a steamboat. In the latter 
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year, Capt. Thomas 
+ Symonds...of » Port- 
- land built a small 
propeller 
ORIENTAL. 
her name from the 
Oriental Powder 
Company of Newhall, 
for whom she was 
employed. After 
one season,she was 
sold to Charles E. 
Ai Gibbs,to enter the 
h newly developed 
passenger service. 
in 1870;,. the 
Portland & Ogdens- 
burg Kailroad was 
put through to Se- 
bago Lake, and the 
development of the 
region as a summer 
resort began. 
Gibbs,whose Sebago 
(Author's photo) steamboat conan 
ORIENTAL,built a hotel on Mount Pleas- 
ant, west of Bridgton. He now needed 
a larger boat to bring his guests from 
the lower end of Sebago, and in the 
same year the Steamboat Co. built the 
"elegant sidewheeler" SEBAGO, OKLENTAL 
served alone until the new boat was 
completed, and later ran with her un- 

til burned at Harrison wharf in 1871. 

Patronage increased s0 greatly 
that a second large sidewheeler, MOUNT 
PLEASANT,a twin to SEBAGO, was ordered 
built. She came on the run in 1873. 
These two fine vessels served the 
route for a number of years, and the 
trip from Sebago Lake (Chadbourne's 
Landing) to Bridgton became one of the 
more popular outings in the East. 

SEBAGO suffered a fire in the 
winter of 1875, while on the ways at 
Bridgton Landing. The damage was re- 
paired, and, when the State Steamboat 
Inspection Service was inaugurated in 
1874, both she and MOUNT PLEASANT were 
listed as operating on the lakes. SE- 
BAGO was listed in inspectors! reports 
until 1887; but her sister was dropped 
after 1882, having burned. SEBAGO and 
MOUNT PLEASANT were the last  side- 
wheelers on Sebago Lake. 

In 1885 the small steamer LUCILLE 
appeared on Sebago; but she did not 
pay, andwas sold to salt water the 
following year. 

Gibbs built the trim HAWTHORNE in 
1887, to replace SEBAGO. She was 
launched at Bridgton, had a wood hull, 
and measured 59.2 tons. Her twin 
screws were driven by compound con- 
densing engines, 7" and 14" in diame- 


She took 


named | 
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ter by 9" stroke, supplied by a Scotch 
boiler. When she went on the line she 
was considered the last word in inland 
steamboating. She continued in service 
until abandoned at Naples in 1908. 

Meanwhile, in 1897, Charles L. 
Goodridge had entered the steamboat 
business of Sebago Lake. He had been 
| operating LOUISE on the Presumpscot 
| River to Riverton Park, a pleasure re- 
; sort of that day. His line showed a 

fine profit but he envied the even 
more thriving business Gibbs had de- 
veloped on nearby Sebago. After run- 
ning LOUISE on the river in 1895 and 
1896, he decided to transport her to 
Sebago Lake and enter into competition 
with Gibds and the Sebago Steamboat 
Co. She was moved from Riverton,first 
by teams over the road,then on a flat- 
car of the Portland & Ogdensburg. She 
was a hard load to handle: on the way 
to the lake she rolled off the flat- 
car, hellbent for Kittery. With con- 
siderable labor, she was again loaded 
and finally arrived at Sebago. 

Named in honor of Mrs. Goodridge, 
LOUISE had been built in 1895 at South 
Portiand, veing 59.5’ x 15.2' x 4.5'. 
She had twin screws and compound con- 
densing engines, 5" and 9" vy 6" 
stroke, with vertical boiler. By vir- 
tue of her previous service, she bore, 
unlike her running-mates on the lake, 
a federal official number, 141377. 

The old Sebago Steamboat Co. de- 
clined to fight this new opposition, 
and in a short time HAWTHORNE was sold 
to Goodridge. Plans were then made for 
expanding the line, and a steel-hulled 
twin-screw steamer was ordered. She 
became SONGO, built in 1903 by the 
Portland Company at Portland. Her hull 
‘was brought to Sebago, and she was 
there finished for service. SONGO was 
the first steel inland water steamboat 
in Maine. 

At this same time, LOUISE was 
lengthened fifteen feet amid- 
ships, fitted with sponsons,and 
renamed LONGFELLOW, Her twin- 
screw engines were removed and 
placed in SONGO, LONGFELLOW go- 
ing back into service witha 
new Stickney compound engine, 
64" and 11" by 8" stroke, and a 
Scotch boiler. She continued on 
the run until replaced by GOOD- 
KIDGE in 1912. 

SONGO was seldom used on 
the main route from Sebago Lake 
Station to Harrison,but was op- 
erated on the branch run_ to 
Raymond. She continued on the 
line until her engines,first in 
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LOUISE in 1895, became bothersome and 
she was laid up at Naples. 

The Sebago Lake, Songo River, and 
Bay of Naples Steamboat Company(1896), 
operated by Goodridge, carried ona 
prosperous business for many years on 
the lake. The service was advertised 
extensively, and tourists were magnet- 
ically drawn to the Sebago area. 

In 1908 Goodridge added the larger 
BAY OF NAPLES to his fleet. She was 
built at Sebago by the Racine Boat 
Building Company of Muskegon,Michigan, 


and had a composite hull measuring 
85.19 tons. She was twin-screw and had 
Stickney compound condensing engines 


inherited from HAWTHORNE, with rebuilt 
dimensions of 7"and 15" by 10" stroke. 
HAWTHORNE was retired. 

In 1909 Goodridge added a smaller 
steamer, WORKAMBUS, intended to handle 
connecting lines across Sebago Lake. 
Built at Portland, she was the first 
and only single-screw steamer con- 
structed for the line. She had a wood 
hull, measured 25.19 tons, and was 
driven by a compound condensing engine 
6 3/4" and 11" by 8" stroke. As the 
line approached its last days, WOKRKAM- 
BUS was abandoned at Naples. 

June, 1912, brought the launching 
of GOODRIDGE, last and largest of the 
Sebago steamers. She was built at Se- 
bago Lake by the Bath Iron Works, had 
a composite hull and twin screws, and 
a tonnage of 154.20. She inherited re- 
built compound engines from LONGFELLOW. 

BAY OF NAPLES and GOODRIDGE main- 
tained the line through its heyday. In 
the early 1930's, however, the decline 
set in. In 1931 BAY OF NAPLES burned 
on the ways at the Naples shipyard,and 
in the early morning hours of October 
29, 1932, GOODRIDGE was discovered to 
be afire at the Naples dock. Before 


much could be done, her hawsers burned 
and she drifted to a sandbar,where she 
was completely consumed. 


SONGO, and WORRAMBUS 
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Regular passenger service was not 
ended, however. SONGO was still afloat 
on the lake. After being placed in re- 
tirement at Naples, she had been sold 
to Gulick's Camp for use as a house- 
boat and for taking groups of campers 
through the Songo Locks. Her steam 
power was removed,and two gasoline en- 
gines were installed. They were unsat- 
isfactory, and she was’ traded for a 
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motorboat. Again she was tied up, to 
remain out of commission until the 
last of the Goodridge boats had passed 
from the lake. She was then bought by 
Dennis DeCormier of Sebago Lake Sta- 
tion. He gave her different gasoline 
engines and revived the run to Naples 
in 1935. In 1942, she got her fourth 
set of engines,Diesels. With these,she 
is still running on Sebago Lake today. 


AND SHORTEST FERRY 


By James Wilson 


Newtown Creek is little known e- 
ven to New Yorkers. A tidal branch of 
the East River, it divides Brooklyn's 
Greenpoint Section from long Island 
City. Both districts have crowded wa- 
terfront and factory areas, backed up 
by the dwellings of the workers. A 
short distance above its mouth, the 
creek is crossed by the busy Vernon 
Avenue drawbridge,which carries a tre- 
mendous traffic of trucks, trolleys, 
and buses.Many residents of the neigh- 
borhood thriftily walk to work; so 
thousands of pedestrians cross twice a 
day. 

On September 8, 1949, the liberty 
collier CHARLESTOWN a JELLICO SEAM, of 
Mystic SS. Corp., approached the draw, 


escorted by two tugs. The twin bascule 


spans lifted, but someone's aim was 
bad:CHARLESTOWN's stem struck the north 
pier. and knocked the huge masonry 
blocks three feet out of line. The 
bridge stayed open. 

The traffic jam was eventually 
unscrambled by diverting vehicles to 
the next bridge, more than a mile up- 
stream. To detour pedestrians and 
trolley customers was not so easy.New- 
town Creek is about 300 feet wide, a 
little too far to jump;and its waters, 
though definitely not crystal clear, 
are not firm enough for a man to cross 
dryshod. (Like the Schuylkill, New- 
town Creek has been known to catch 
fire.) 

A block below the bridge is the 
office of the Reichert Towing Co. Tow- 
boat men,they say,always have a weath- 
er eye open for a fast dollar. At any 
rate,early on September 9 a ferry, the 
former party fishing boat BERKEKLEY, 
was ready to accommodate all comers,at 
ten cents a head. During busy periods 
trips were made as fast as passengers 
could be loaded and unloaded. 

The need of shore agents was soon 
apparent,and two waterfront characters 
were recruited. One on each bank, they 
called attention to the ferry service, 


and collected the fares. BERKERLEY's 
deck, at low tide, was well below the 
stringpiece; hence, these agents also 
assisted passengers on and off the fer- 
ry. This part of the job, in fact, was 
performed enthusiastically, with spe- 
cial attention to the ladies. By the 
end of the day,the skipper had had too 
many complaints to ignore, about the 
activities of his passenger handlers. 
The agents were advised,in proper nau- 
tical language, to cease and desist. 
Next morning the chastened agents 
devoted 
nancial end of the business.Everything 
was serene,with no complaints from the 
customers. At the end of a busy day, 
the agents turned in their collections. 
One presented six dollars in dimes;the 
other $4.50. The skipper seemed to re- 
member a lot more passengers than that. 
During the discussion, one agent stum- 
bled over an unidentified object and 
was saved from going overboard only by 
a firm grip on both his ankles. While 
he was in this capsized position, a 
shower of dimes cascaded on the deck. 
Subsequently, the fares were col- 
lected aboard the ferry. 
A month later, and 
weeks before the municipal elections, 
city officials discovered the situa- 
tion. Newspapers carried announcements 
of a free ferry service. An unnamed 
office-holder was quoted as _ ssying 
that, since the bridge had been free, 
the ferry should be free also. An a- 
greement was made between the City and 
Albert Reichert to operate a free fer- 
ry,using two boats--the City of course 
to pay expenses. The chartered VULCAN 
was added to the run,and the new serv- 
ice began October 16. A large sign on 
each bank called attention to it: the 
words "Free Ferry" and "Hon.William J. 
O'Dwyer, Mayor," being readable from 
Quite a distance. 
One week later, at 12:01 A.M. ,0c- 
tober 24, the Vernon Avenue drawbridge 
was reopened to traffic. 
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themselves solely to the fi- - 
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During the past summer, 
en Sound, Ontario. 


were of identical 


prominent Chicago ship brokers. 


Lawrence Canals. 


In 1916 nine of the ships 
were sold to French buyers.Two 
of these were"lost through en- 
emy action"en route to France. 
The tenth of the fleet did not 
leave the Lakes, since it had 
been sold afew years before to 
another Great Lakes operator. 
After the first World War, the 
seven remaining French ships, 
as well as the one still on 
fresh water, were acquired by 
James Playfair of Midland, On- 
tario, and became part of his 
Glen Line. in-1925 “Pieyfair 
sold most of his canal-size 
freighters to the Hall Corpor- 
ation of Canada. Within a year 
they changed flag again, when all the 
Hall fleet was incorporated in the 
vast assembly of ships which made up 
the Canada Steamship Lines fleet. 

In 1928 two were sold back to an 
American owner, the Nicholson Transit 
Company of Detroit. The other six were 
laid up in the middle thirties. One of 
these was scrapped in 1937, and the 
others were sold a few years later to 
-the Marine Industries, Ltd., of Sorel, 
Quebec. One was converted into an oil 
tanker; the other four rebuilt for 
package freight carrying. Two of this 
quartet were purchased last year by 
the Hindman interests of Owen Sound, 
and renamed as noted above. 

All ten of these ships originally 
bore compound personal names. The fol- 
lowing list, briefly telling the story 
of each steamer, is in alphabetical 
order, by original surname. 


JOHN CRERAR--Built South Chicago, 
Piinois,,1905.. Sold to France, 1916, 
and renamed b FOUKAS. Sold Canadian, 
1921, and renamed c GLENGARNOCK, keep- 
ing this name in the Glen Line and the 
Hall Line. Sold to Canada Steamship 
Lines,Ltd., 1926, and renamed d COURT- 
RIGHT. Sold to Marine Industries,Ltd., 
about 1938,converted to an oil tanker, 
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GREAT LAKES AND ST. LAWRENCE TRANSPORTATION COMPANY 
By the Rev. Edward J. Dowling, S.J. 


two veteran Canadian freighters 
changed. They are now BLANCHE HINDMAN and HELEN HINDMaN, whose home port is Ow- 
These two, along with eight similar vessels, were built in 
1903 for the Great Lakes & St. Lawrence Transportation Company. 
size and appearance, 241' x 41' x 18', 
various yards of the American Shipbuilding Company. 

This fleet was managed during most of its career by D. Sullivan & Company, 
As can be seen from their dimensions, 
steamers were limited in size by the locks of the old Welland Canal and the St. 
They operated between Great Lakes ports and Montreal and Que- 
bec, carrying coal, grain, pig iron, and various general cargoes. 
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had their names 


The ten ships 
and were built in the 


these 


(Pesha photo) 


JOHN SHARPLES 


and renamed e CEDAKBKANCH. In service. 

H. G. DALTON--Built Superior,Wis- 
consin, 1903. Sold to Frarice, 2-19i6, 
and renamed b COURSELLES. Sold to 
Playfair of Canada for Glen Line,1921, 
and renamed c GLENDOCHART. Sold to 
Hall, 1925, “and to CSSL, 1926," being 
renamed dad CHATSWORTH. Sold to Marine 
Industries about 1940, and eventually 


renamed e BAYLEAF, In service as a 
package freighter. 

A. D. DAVIDSON--Built Wyandotte, 
Michigan, 1905. Sold to France, 1916, 
and torpedoed off Cornish coast same 
year, en route to France. 

GEORGE C. HOWE--Built South Chi- 


cago, 1905. Sold to France, 1916, and 
renamed b COBOURG. Sold to Glen Line, 
1921,renamed c GLENEALY; to Hall Line, 


1925; and to CSSL, 1926, renamed d 
CHAPLEAU. Reduced to a barge about 
1935. Scrapped a few years later. 


JOHN S. KEEFE--Built Buffalo, New 
York, 1903. Sold to France, 1915, and 
renamed b PARAME. Sold to Glen Line, 
1921, renamed c GLENFARN; to Hall; and 
to CSSL, 1926, renamed ad CANMOKE. Sold 
to Marine Industries about 1940. Re- 
built for package freight carrying and 
renamed e ASHLEAF. In service. 

JOHN LAMBERT--Built South Chica- 
go,1903. Sold to France,1916,but never 
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reached that country, being torpe- 
doed off the Isle of Wight, 1916. 
ALBERT M. MARSHALL--Built Wy- 
andotte,1903. Sold to France,1916. 
Sold Canadian, 1921, and renamed b 
BRIGNOGAN. Sold to CSSL, 1926. Sold 
by them to Nicholson Transit Co., 
Detroit,1928, and renamed ¢ FELLOW- 
CRAFT, Requisitioned by Maritime 
Commission, 1942, and rebuilt for 
war duty. Returned to Nicholson, 
1946. In service out of Detroit. 
S. N. PARKENT--Built Wyandotte, 
1903. Sold to France,1916, and re- 
named b VUELETTES. Sold to Gien 
Line, 1921, renamed c GLENARM; to 
Hat), .i02o;-..and to CSSL, 1926, re- 
named d CAMROSE. Sold to Marine In- 
dustries about 1940, and renamed e 
PALMLEAF., Sold to Diamond Steamship 
Co. of Owen Sound, 1948, and renamed f 
BLANCHE HINDMAN, 1949. In service. 
JOHN SHARPLES--Built Superior, 
1903.Sold to Charcoal Iron Co.of Amer- 
ica about 1912 and renamed b C1COa, 
Sold to Glen Line, 1922, and renamed c 
GLENVEGAN, Next owned by Matthews 
Steamship Co. of Toronto, renamed dad 
WIARTON, Sold to CSSL, 1926, same 
name. Sold to Nicholson Transit Co., 
Detroit, 1928, and renamed e FLEET- 
WOOD, Sold to Great Britain, 1942. 
ROBERT WALLACE--Built Buffalo, 
1903. Sold to France,1916,and renamed 
b TREGASTEL. Sold to Glen Line, 1921, 
renamed c GLENDOWAN; to Hall,1925; and 
to CSSL,1926, renamed d CHANDLER. Sold 
to Marine Industries,1940, and renamed 
e ASPENLEAF, Sold to Diamond Steamship 
Co., Owen Sound, 1948, and renamed f 
HELEN HINDMAN, 1949. In service. 


Although American ships have been 
greatly outnumbered in the half-century 


(Preliminary corrective note: 


FELLOWCRAFT @ ALBEXT M-MAKSHALL in 1944 


MUFFLED DRUMS FOR ALBAN Y-POTOMAC 
(Continued from the June issue) 


By Thomas A. Larremore 
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--Photo by Ken Smith 
history of the "canaller"type of Great 
Lakes freighter,their record for dura- 
bility is admirable.The fleet described 
in this article constituted one of the 
largest American flag interests in this 
field. That seven out of the ten craft 
built almost half a century ago are 
still in active service, speaks well 
for the.skill of their builders. 
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Editor's note: This articleisa 
greatly expanded version of a note on 
the 10 G. L. & S. Le Th—Co. freighters 
which Father Dowling published in The 
Detroit Marine Historian for November. 
In it he called attention to an inter- 
esting feature of these ships, visible 
in the accompanying view of JOHN SHAK- 
PLES, as follows: "Because these ships 
often carried package freight,they were 
equipped with two or three small re- 
volving cranes, mounted along the port 
side of the main deck. In this regard 
they antedate the present day crane 
ship by a good forty years." 


The Huntington painting of ALBANY reproduced in 


the June installment belongs to the writer and was exhibited at the May, 1949, 


meeting of the SSHSA at the NYHS, which took the photograph used. 
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In the first half of this essay, the writer said that, with the passing of 
POTOMAC, he feels "as if he has lost a close relative." Why? 

To answer will require reminiscence, over fifty-odd years. He grew up in 
what was then a friendly old river town, Yonkers-on-Hudson. In those days, from 
the opening of navigation in the spring until the upper Hudson froze over again 


the following winter, "great steamers 


white and gold rolled really" 


down the 


river each morning,in full view of the boy's windows, and went back up again at 
night, in stately cavalcade--with the Day Liners reversing the directions. 


On the Night Line 


between New York 


and Albany plied DREW and DEAN KICH- 


MOND, later replaced by ADIRONDACK, C. W. MORSE, and BERKSHIRE. Troy was served 
by ClTY OF TROY and SARATOGA, who were succeeded by TROJAN and RENSSELAER, To 
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reach Newburgh one took HOMER RAMSDELL 
or BENJAMIN B.ODELL, Sing Sing (later 
Ossining) was made by that very color- 
ful propeller SAKAH A. JENKS. CHRYS- 
TENAH, touching at Yonkers and other 
way stations, handled the Peekskill 
traffic--and what a wrench it gave the 
writer's heartstrings, many years lat- 
er, to come unexpectedly upon her dis- 
mantled hull beached and rotting near 
New Rochelle. Yonkers had its own Ben 
Franklin Line. The Day Liners were AL- 
BANY and NEW YORK--and, after the lat- 
ter burned, HENDRICK HUDSON. And of 
course there was always MARY POWELL, 
not yet a Day Liner,racing daily (save 


Sundays) up and down on the Rondout 
tas f tt 
run. OQu_sont les neiges d'antan"--ou 


les bateaux & vapeur? 

Even in those years MARY POWELL 
was the Hudson's glamor girl. Her rec- 
ord-making performances were still 
near enough to be recalled by many 
Yonkersites. Light-lined, graceful, 
and beautiful indeed,a "Slim Princess" 


in her own right, like California's 
CHNYSOPOLIS (whom, indeed, she resem- 
bled), she minced swiftly downstream 


each morning, like a fine lady high- 
stepping it fast over mud-puddles ina 
dirty street. Northbound, against the 
current, she could not make suchi time, 
although, given a strong flowing tide 
ana Gali wind, she could -still reach 
Rondout in surprisingly short order-- 
once altogether too quickly for the 
writer anda friend to finish a game 
of chess begun as MARY left 129th St., 
New York. In those days, she never 
deigned to touch at Yonkers. Instead, 
as she neared the town, she seemed to 
shrink away, over toward the Palisades 
on the west bank. To the boy, this a- 
mounted to "high-hatting"” his town,and 
the feeling probably explains why he 
never "fell for" her as hard as did 
most others,even though in later years 
she did land at Yonkers. 

Quite different were the Day Lin- 
ers, for whom Yonkers was a regular 
port of call. Many were the trips made 
by the boy on those boats. There were 
one-day round-robin journeys to Pough- 
keepsie, upstream on ALBANY, witha 
shift to NEW YORK or HENDKICK HUDSON 
for the return half (or vice versa). 
Unforgettable is one run from Hudson 
to New York, when ALBANY plowed non- 
chalantly through literal acres of 
wild ducks transiently resting on the 
river, and between banks almost eye- 
blinding in autumn color. 

Far more intimate,and forever es- 
tablishing ALBANY as a personal friend 
were the annual round-trip pilgrimages 
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to the Catskills,where the family then 
summered--always by Day Line to Kings- 
ton Point, which by then had replaced 
Rhinecliff as the “water-gate" to this 
territory. What a safari was that-- 
the dog, the cat, bags, boxes, hatbox- 
es, suitcases, tennis rackets, butter- 
fly nets, a heavy phonograph, its pa- 
pier-maché horns telescoped into one 
another and hung with a strap around 
the boy's shoulders,three or four even 
heavier record boxes, and Lord-knows- 
what-all else. How ALBANY and her sis- 


ters ever accommodated the overload 
without dangerously submerging Plim- 
soll lines the writer, to this day, 


cannot understand. But they did, and 
hence ceased early to be mere vehicles 
and became personalities and friends. 

Of the Day Liners, in those days, 
there were three. NEW YORK burned be- 
fore many personal associations had 
centered about her. HENDRICK HUDSON, 
to the boy, was a Johnny-come-lately, 
and, for one reason discussed later, 
seemed unpardonably effeminate. This 
left ALBANY. With her oblong paddle 
boxes and transverse disposition of 
funnels abaft both walking beam and 
paddle wheels, she was physically u- 
nique on the river at the time. Her 
streamlining, including oblongation of 
paddle boxes, had rendered her sinis- 
terly graceful--long, lean, lanky,like 
a pickerel, with whose swift direct- 
ness, incidentally, she also knifed 
through the water. To her passengers 
she exhibited one marked characteris- 
tic, thus described by George W. Mur- 
dock: "When this vessel is moving 
through the water at her regular 
speed, she makes but little commotion 
of the water.” 

Far different ,jhowever, did ALBANY 
seem to the summertime swimming small- 
fry fraternity of Yonkers. For them 
she kicked up the grandest rollers of 
any boat on the Hudson. The kids of 
those days, unconcerned by the unsalu- 
brious conditions which even then gave 
the Hudson a flavor all its own, lazed 
away the summer afternoons--- jumping 
into the water to cool off, then clam- 
vering out to sizzle deliciously back 
to dryness on the blistering rocks 
which underproppéed the New York Cen- 
tral's "Four-Track Line." Very soon 
the small fry sized up the steamboats. 
NEW YORK and even HENDHICK HUDSON--the 
latter sending shorewards only feeble, 
ladylike swells, despite her huge bulk 
--roused but mild interest. And MARY 
POWELL, subjected to this acid test, 
was, to the kids, a mere sissy. 

But, when ALBANY drew abreast, 
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NEW YORK 

Drawing by Wm.Faber, owned by Author 
things were different. Drawn by her 
powerful advance suction, every little 
skiff or wherry moored close to shore 
suddenly started out to meet this Day 
Liner, only to be slapped back abrupt- 
ly, on their respective bottoms, by 
their mooring lines. Next, boys and 
dogs on the riverbank scattered, for, 
especially at- high tide, ALBANY's rol- 
lers could pound one black and blue in 
short order, if they caught one on the 
rocks. Some kids scooted up to the 
safe haven of the railroad tracks. 
Others hopped overboard, pockmarking 
the river with white, wide-spreading 
circle-splashes, and swam out to meet 
the onrushing swells. Soon the water 
was dotted with heads, bobbing up and 
down, squealing (or barking) in glee 
and excitement--boys and dogs surf- 
diving through the curling breakers,or 
riding them out on abandoned railroad 
ties or on the then newfangled canvas 
waterwings. Then,unless SAKAH A.JENKS 
(second only to ALBANY as a surf-pro- 
ducer) was due, most of the kid-con- 
noisseurs went home. Except SARAH, any 
other boat after ALBANY was, to them, 
an anticlimax. 

For this perennial exhibition of 
sheer bone-crushing power, ALBANY will 
always stand out in the writer's memo- 
ry, in contrast with MaRY POWELL, as 
masculine,not feminine--as MISTER Hud- 
son-Hiver-Steamboat. For the recent 
birthday of a friend who shared those 
small-fry days with him, he sunmed it 
up (acknowledging the obvious obliga- 
tion to Longfellow) thus: 

"I remember the raft by the river bank 

As the summer sun beat down; 

How ALBANY's rollers heaved and sank; 

And the homemade root-beer we grate- 
fully drank 

As we baked to a sunburnt brown." 

Alas--small boys grow up,and riv- 
er steamers disappear. The writer,off 
to the West and South even before the 
first world war, did not return to the 
East, to stay, until 1929--when ALBANY 


Bi h-ieG December 1949 


Rondout route, 
For years he 


mst have been on the 
replacing MARY POWELL. 
could pay little attention to steam- 
boats. When again he could, aLBaNY 
himself had left the Hudson--broken 
up, the ex-boy of Yonkers believed. 
Whenever he recalled ALBANY, something 
stabbed at his heart, even as when NEW 
YORK had burned. 

Then, one sharp winter afternoon 
in 1942-43,daydreaming in a Washington 
trolley idling past the wharves, he 
came back to earth with a shock,as the 
car rounded a curve. For there, by a 
dock, lay a long, lean, pickerelish 
passenger steamer,with three tall fun- 
nels set transversely abaft both walk- 
ing beam and oblong paddle boxes. of 
course, it was not the Hudson River. 
The smokestacks were black,not yellow. 
The painted name, POTOMAC, meant noth- 
ing. All the same, memories started to 
ferment. Suddenly, up out of the deep 
limbo of a half-century of subcon- 
sciousness, like SqUaALUS bursting 
through the surface of the ocean, shot 
a single word--ALBANY! It couldn't be. 
Yet it was, ALBANY herself,"loved long 
since,and lost awhile"--not yet broken 
up,after allsmerely renamed ,repainted, 
rejuvenated, reactivated; still carry- 
ing on, still earning her daily bread. 

After this experience,the writer 


put in several turns of duty(teaching) 


in Washington without any effort to 
travel aboard POTOMAC, taking her per- 
petually continued existence for grant- 
ed. Then appeared last December's 
Steamboat Bill,shedding tears over the 
transfer of BEAR MOUNTAIN from Balti- 
more to Washington, and carrying, to 
the writer, sinister implications that 
POTOMAC was to be replaced and dis- 
carded. So he made his February trip 
to Washington,to photograph her along- 
side BEAR MOUNTAIN, At that time her 
master, SSHSA member Harry E. Slye, 
told him categorically that nothing so 
tragic as scrapping his great old boat 
was even contemplated. But, in the 
middle of May, lightning struck from a 
clear sky, in the form of the Associ- 
ated Press despatch which sounded the 
knell of ALBANY-POTOMAC,and formed the 
lead paragraph of this essay. 
Fortunately, the February excur- 
sion yielded,aside from the photograph 
reproduced in the June Bill, one pre- 
cious final personal association. To 
find out how to get onto a neighboring 
dock, located strategically for his 
tripod, he wandered aboard POTOMAC ,via 
the after starboard gangway. A friend- 
ly caretaker gave him directions. 


Then, aboard ALBANY for the first time 
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in at least thirty years, he paused to 
look around, for Auld Lang Syne. Sud- 


denly ghosts of the past came hurtling 
at him from 
family 


every corner: boyhood's 
collie, the latter's Maltese 
pal (long since dead, at 17, when the 
boy himself was but 16), parents, rel- 
atives,intimate friends (many no long- 
er here), everybody associated with 
those far-away and glamorous trips up 
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STR. WINNEBAGO (Before) 
Another Western River 


of the Wisconsin. WINNEBAGO , 
spring,now costs less to run. 


Having had something to say about 
steamships built on the Ohio for ocean 
service, let us turn tables for a mo- 
ment and stand near Pittsburgh's"Point" 
in midsummer ,1837. ° George M. Brisbin, 
Pittsburgh Post editor, is speaking: 

A long, low, strange appearing 
craft, with flags flying fore and aft, 
and beam workingup and down,high above 
her deck, this vessel rounded the head 
of Brunot's Island as noiseless as a 
Sailboat, and at a speed that afforded 
but slight opportunity to determine 
what she really was, or read its l[sicl 
name, before it was tied up to the 
Pittsburgh landing, making the three 
miles,from where it was first seen, in 
considerably less than 20 minutes." 

This was a novelty in the way of 
things. The strange vessel was strange 
indeed. Built by Commodore Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, she had come from New York 
City to demonstrate that low-pressure 
steamboats were practical in the West. 
She stayed in Pittsburgh only 3 hours, 
and left again. The name of this vis- 
itor(which might as well have appeared 
from the planet Mars) was CHAMPION. 

Here,then, was a salt water steam 
boat visiting Pittsburgh, 2,000 miles 
from the sea. To the best of the writ- 


er's knowledge, this is the sole occa- 
sion when 


such a vessel came to the 


St sa mw Dp OPA T 


(oh eie Goo aes 85 

and down the Hudson, and with the 
small-fry swimming days. The former 
boy could take it for just about~one 
minute. Without quite knowing how, he 
found himself, suddenly, back over the 
gangplank and ashore again, all choked 
up. For Auld Lang Syne, also, he 
planned an anniversary trip on POTOMAC 
to celebrate her 69th birthday. But 
when that came the old boat was gone. 


Capt. Frederick Way, Jr., Editor 
121 River Ave., Sewickley, Pa. 


CLIPPER WINNEBAGO (After) 
sternwheel steamer has made the long crossing 
to Diesel, and the last steamboat whistle has been heard in the Dells 


converted in less than six weeks last 


Photos courtesy The Waterways Journal. 


headwaters of the Ohio. 

On June 17, 18356, CHAMPION was at 
St. Louis, “attracting great attention 
for speed and beauty."She ascended the 
upper Mississippi at least as high as 
Alton, TJIllinois, and was fairly dis- 
tanced over that stretch by the river 
packet PAUL JOXES, in something of a 
race. Capt. Joseph Brown, later mayor 
of St. Louis, remembered her. He once 
wrote, "She was low pressure with a 
walking-beam,and as she would near the 
landing one of her firemen would mount 
the walking-beam with a flag in his 
hand, waving it to the admiring crowd. 
I then thought if I could ever be in 
that man's place I would be the big- 
gest man in town." 

This is but a fragment, leaving 
unanswered many questions which prop- 
erly interest the steamboat community. 
I cast it as a baited hook in the wa- 


ters of Steamboat Bill, hoping for a 
strike. Dayton, in Steamboat Days, 


makes brief mention of a Hudson Kiver 
vessel of this period named CHAMPION, 
perhaps the same one which came west. 
Did any Pittsburgh-built steam- 
boat ever visit New York City? Yes, 
perhaps. A propeller revenue cutter, 
GEORGE M. BIBB, was given an iron hull 
at Pittsburgh in 1845. On her way out 
to sea plans were changed at Cincinnati 
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and she was converted to sidewheels. 
She went to salt water after that. 
Seseselesese 

Editor's note: Vanderbilt's CHAMPION 
of 1834 was built for his Hudson River 
opposition line, subsequently used on 
the Connecticut. The Lytle List and 
Custom House documents’ show her en- 
rolled at New York,1834;at Alexandria, 
Va.,1835; at New Orleans,1836; at Pen- 
sacola,1837, 1838, and 1840; and twice 
at New Orleans, 1840. Registered at 
Mobile in October, 1842, she is listed 
"sold foreign" on June 1, 1843. 
Morrison (Hist. of Am.Steam Nav.) 


GREAT LAKES 


GREATER DETROIT 
Canada Steamship Lines! luxury 
liner NORONIC burned at her Toronto 
dock September 17, with loss of about 
130 lives--the worst Great Lakes dis- 
aster since EASTLAND capsized ata 
Chicago dock, July 24,1915, and caused 
the death of 812 passengers and crew. 
NORONIC, Can. 134014, was a screw 
steamer of 6905 gross tons, 362' x 52! 
Mecaeo. DULtt Port Arthur,Ont., 1915, 
for the Northern Navigation Co., lat- 
terly a division of Canada SS. Lines, 
She was the largest, most luxurious 
passenger-package freight carrier run- 
ning to Lake Superior. Her four pas- 
senger decks towered high in the air, 
and she was widened 6' in 1915, to im- 
prove stability.From her first season, 
1914, she ran between Windsor, Sarnia, 
Port Arthur, and Duluth, calling at 
Detroit for round-trip passengers. Af- 
ter the new Welland Canal was complet- 
ed, she made post-season trips from 
Detroit and Cleveland to the Thousand 
Is., and was on such a trip when lost. 
NORONIC had a 4-cylinder, triple- 
expansion engine (29;,.60!,0 47,6 = 25a" 
and 58" x 42 stroke), of about 5000 
hp. The entrance lobby was on the main 
deck. There were 151 staterooms on the 
spar deck, which was finished in white 
enamel with quartered oak. The prome- 
nade deck, panelled in mahogany, con- 
tained public rooms and 70 staterooms. 
The observation deck had an observa- 
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follows this story,with some confusion 
of dates. She started, he says, "down 
the coast in 1838," beat several fast 
boats,including SIDNEY on the Potomac, 
and reached New Orleans,whence she un- 
dertook to race "one of the best, at 
that time, of the Mississippi River 
steamboats" to St. Louis. A few miles 
upriver her engine broke down, and she 
was out of the race (Morrison says be- 
cause a local engineer, versed only in 
"high pressure," had "altered the set 
of her valves." Repaired,she made good 
time to St.Ilouis, and was sold to Pen- 
sacola owners, fall, 18358lsicl. 


Rev. Canon F.C. St. Clair, Editor 
514 N. Eighth St., Manitowoc, Wis. 


It has been remarked that, in her 
new white uniform, GREATER DETHOIT 
looks much less "D. & C.-ish," much 
more "Fall River Line-ish." Be that as 
it may, she certainly looks no less 
steamboatlike. To our minds, she is, 
if anything, more queenly than before. 
Photo courtesy Marine Journal. 


tion room 140! long, dining room, kit- 
chen, and storerooms. On the boat deck 
were pilot house, 48 staterooms, and 
quarters for officers and crew. 

She arrived at Toronto from Cleve- 
land on her post-season cruise on Fri- 
day,September 16, and was scheduled to 
leave Saturday at 7 P.M. Many passen- 
gers and crew members were ashore when 
at 2:38 A.M. two bus boys discovered a 
fire ina midship storeroom on the 
promenade deck. Flames spread rapidly 
and, with few crew members aboard, no 
organized effort seems to have been 
made to awaken passengers or fight the 
fire. There is also said to have been 
delay in sounding a fire alarm. Many 
passengers suffocated in their sleep 
or,though wakened, were unable to find 
their way ashore. Others were guided 
by heroic crew members or passengers 
who knew their way about the steamer. 
The Toronto people worked miracles in 
caring for the survivors. Capt.William 
Taylor and many members of his crew 
worked heroically to save lives. There 
were 511 passengers and 179 crew. 

Years ago,CSSL had three steamers 
carrying passengers to Lake Superior. 
HUHONIC ,built 1903, was made a package 
freighter some years since. HAMONIC, 
another luxury liner,built 1909,burned 
at Port Edward,Ont.,in 1945,with seri- 
ous injury to several passengers. Now 
NORONIC, last of the trio, is gone. 

Her burnt-out hullhas been raised 
by Sincennes-McNaughton Line of Mont- 
real, to be scrapped at Hamilton, Ont. 
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RAPIDS KING of CSSL, built 1907 at 
|} Lauzon, is being scrapped. She was 
built for the St. Lawrence Rapids, and 
ranafew years Detroit-Chatham and Wal- 
laceburg,Ont., but has been laid up at 
Kingston fourteen years. 

The new ore boat HOCHELAGA of CSSL, 
6393',capacity 18000 tons,is now (Nov. 
8) on first trip to L. Superior. Her 
mate COVERDALE,launched Oct.15 at Mid- 
land, goes into commission next. year. 

W. D. REES, built 1896 for Wilsm 
Transit Co.,has been chartered by T.J. 
McCarthy SS. Co.,Detroit, from Johnson 
Transportation Co., and is beingcon- 
verted to a grain and auto carrier. 

The wreck of Cleveland Tankers! 
barge CLEVECO,sunk about 10 miles north 
of Cleveland, December,1942, with loss 
of 18 lives, will be destroyed by U.S. 
Engineers as a menace to navigation. 

The Michigan Highway Department 
1s to build a 360' car and passenger 
ferry for the Straits of Mackinac, to 
be ready by January, 1951. 

The keel of the new freight and 
passenger propeller NORGOMA,Owen Sound 
Transportation Co., was laid October 
51 at Collingwood, Ont. She is to be 
ready next spring to replace MANITOUL- 
IN a MODJESKA, built 1889 at Yoker, G. 
B., and on Georgian Bay since 1927, 

Imperial 011, Ltd., will build a 
650' tanker of 115000-barrel capacity, 
to take Western Canadian oil from Su- 
perior, Wis., to Sarnia, Ont. Mean- 
while, the veteran tanker IMPERIAL 
WHITBY a IOCOMA,declared unfit for pe- 
‘troleum service,will probably be sold. 
| M.& J. TRACY a WAR LEADER b LAKE- 
LAND, 215776, and MICHAEL TRACY a COTE 
BLANGHE, 217269, built 1917 and 1918, 


respectively, at Ecorse, Mich., have 
been scrapped on the coast. 
Louis Baus, SSHSA member and for 


58 years staff photographer for Cleve- 
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land Plain Dealer, died October 22 in 
Lakewood, Ohio, hospital. He had an 
outstanding collection of photos of 
Great Lakes vessels. 

Merton E.Farr, retired president, 
American Shipbuilding Co., died at his 
Grosse Pt. Farms home, Sept. 27. Be- 
tween April 6,1917, and Nov. 11, 1918, 
his company delivered 176 cargo ships 
to the U.S., at a costof $152,000,000. 

The Georgian Bay Tourist Co. of 
Midland, operator of motorship MIDLAND 
CITY a MAUDE b AMERICA (steam side- 
wheeler) and screw steamer CITY OF 
DOVER, has been sold on retirement of 
owner to Penetanguishene interests, 
who will operate to the 30000 Islands 
from that port instead of Midland. 
Midland interests have organized 30000 
Islands Transportation Co. to run com- 
peting small motorships. 

George Praemassing of Buffalo re- 
ports the following state of affairs 
on the Niagara River. Fix Brothers! 
ORLEANS is again ferrying autos and 
passengers Buffalo-Fort Erie. MAlD OF 
THE MIST and MAID OF THE MIST NO.2 ply 
the pool below Niagara Falls. CSSL's 
CAYUGA runs from Queenston and Niagara- 
on-the-Lake to Toronto, competing with 
the Canadian National's DALHOUSIE CITY 
now plying alone from nearby Port Dal- 
housie, on the run she formerly shared 
with NORTHUMBERLAND(SB 31,p.61). GiAND 
ISLAND, former ferry and only other 
passenger steamer on the Niagara, has 
been moved from Bedell House Landing, 
where she has been tied up many years, 
to Fix Brothers! Drydock,where it con- 
tinues to rust. 

He also notes &late-August AP an- 
nouncement of a meeting with CNR offi- 
cials to protest discontinuance of the 
carferry service (by ONTaxiO NO. 1 and 
ONTARIO NO. 2) between Cobourg, Ont., 
and Rochester (Charlotte), N. Y. 


Harry Cotterell, Jr., Editor 
56 Alexander St., Newark, N. J. 


Hudson River Day Line,now 
under Sutton control, adver- 
tised last 1949 trip for Sept. 
18. PETER STUYVESANT closed 
Sutton Line Bear Mtn.run Sept. 
5. Sutton's Bak MOUNTAIN a 
CLERMONT, not run this season, 
was at Day Line pier, Aug. 2l, 
resplendent in shiny new paint. 
She was later towed to White- 
stone,to be laid up for winter 
with the Day Liners, at the 
old Wheeler Shipyard,154th St. 
Sandy Hook Route dispensed 
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Taken to Baltimore,she spent two weeks 
finishing out the Tolchester season 
for TOLCHESTER a CILY OF PHILADELPHIA 
b LIBERTY BELLE c¢ ASBURY PARK, which 
had broken down and was under repair. 

The Meseck Line ended its Jersey 
City-New York-Rye Beach season Septem- 
ber 9, but used both its steamers ,JOHN 
A. MESECK g NAUSHON and AMERICANA, to 
handle the Jersey Central veterans' 
outing from Communipaw to Rye on the 
llth. JOHN A.MESECK was still at Jer- 
sey City, with steam up, September 16. 

The Keansburg Line ran its last 
regular trips September 18, the 8 P.M. 
from New York having no return, but 
continuing past Keansburg to nearby 
Keyport for lay-up. 

The Wilson Line ended its regular 
Rockaway Beach service Labor Day,send- 
ing its Diesel LIBERTY BELLE from Yon- 
kers, Jersey City, and New York. 

WELFARE, municipal single-ender, 
is to be kept in operation across the 
East River awhile longer. On August 5 
the City approved a contract for a new 
rudder and propeller,and other repairs 
to permit her to pass inspection. 

itecosts nothing to. go - to North 
Brother Island in the East River above 
Hell Gate--but, since the municipal 
Herrves from. rort-Morris .is. the only 
link with the mainland, the 3S-minute 
return ride costs a dime. Until late- 
ly, this was an "institutional ferry," 
the only inhabitants of the island be- 
ing staff and inmates of a contagious 
disease hospital, now converted to 
apartments for married students of 
N. Y. U. A contract was recently ap- 
proved for reconditioning four of the 
Poly Tclass -poats..buiit. in the.1920"s 
for this service: ASTORIA g WILLIAM T. 
COLLINS, ROCKAWAY a MURRAY HULBERT, 
WILLIAMSBURG a HENRY A.MEYER,and YORK- 
VILLE. By October 23,ASTORIA was run- 
ning to No.Brother, while WILLIAMSBURG 
was ferrying from Port Morris to the 
big Riker's Island prison. A Litth 
151-footer, ELMHURST a MAURICE E. CON- 
NOLLY, ~tiedsup at St.-George,=S.1., 
since mid-1946, was seen there with 
steam up October 23. Going places? 
MURKAY H1LL,also of the 151' class,was 
Stat, eon-October 8,.tied up at. Clason 
Point--and had been since 1946. 

LACKAWANNA g HAMBURG b CHATHAM, 
D.L.& W. ferry which took two days to 
tannen Anoi691.-.isn't ready. to quit 
yet. Dieselized, she was ready to en- 
ter Hoboken-Barclay St.service Sept.6. 

WEST BRIGHTON g GEORGE W.LOFT and 
RODMAN WANAMAKER, 2 of the turbo-elec- 
trie double-enders built in 1923, have 
been sold and broken up at Baltimore. 
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Delaware River: Wilson Line pas- 
senger service, Philadelphia & Chester 
to Wilmington and Riverview Beach end- 
ed Labor Day,earlier than ever before. 
All eight of the boats are "home for 
the winter"at the foot of 4th St. ,Wil- 
mington. MOUNT VEKNON carried passen- 
gers,including SSHSA members, Washing- 
ton-Baltimore and Baltimore-Philadel- 
phia,Sept. 17 & 18, on her way to win- 
ter quarters. BAY BELLE repeated the 
second lap, September 25. 

LACKAWANNA a WOODBURY, DELAWAKK a 
JOHN H. SULLIVAN, and CAPE MAY are all 
running regularly on the Chester-= 
Bridgeport Ferry, with PENN JEXSEY a 
CAMDEN b MOUNT HOPE in reserve. 

Almost in the shadow of the bridge 
piers which already rise ominously a- 
bove the Delaware, the Delaware-New 
Jersey Ferry fleet still shuttles the 
New Castle-Pennsville traffic. NEWARK, 
last new boat built for Pennsylvania 
RR. Jersey City ferries, transferred 
last summer to this Delaware fleet, 
still lies in the old Penns Grove slip 
with nothing apparently done to her. 
WILDWOOD, long-time spare boat of the 
line, is.now tied up at the Witsenr 
Line's Penns Grove dock, with even her 
pilot house windows covered by a coat 
of sprayed-on aluminum paint. 

At Philadelphia the Sanitarium As- 
sociation is reported seeking a new 
vessel, which will,by legal necessity, 
be named ELIZABETH MONKCE SMITH. 

During the summer,the ancient su- 
perstructure of Philadelphia's Pier 3 
South--for years the wharf of the Bal- 
timore & Philadelphia Stbt. Co. (Erics- 
son Line)--was removed. ~ Also slated 
for early demolition is South Street 
ferry house,terminus of Kaighn's Point 
Ferry until 1945, and of Gloucester 
Ferry, discontinued in 1923. 


ATLANTIC SEABOARD (Chesapeake Bay and 
South, John L. Lochhead, Editor) 


The C. & O.has announced plans to 
discontinue ferry service between New- 
port News and Norfolk. If ICC permis- 
sion is granted, VIKGINIA and WAUKETA 
will probably be sold. Busses will be 
substituted,increasing running time 22 
minutes.Progress in reverse! The rail- 
road hopes to save $385,000 annually. 

A letter from A.B.Upshur of Rich- 
mond contains the following account of 
VIRGINIA's launch,almost a half-century 
ago: "VIRGINIA was launched at Trigg's 
Shipyard in Richmond;a sideways launch- 


nie which came off pr ee Be and 
killed a carpenter. I knew him and saw 


him brought out with both legs ground 
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|}off. The sponsor...was gabbing away 
when the boat started forthe water and 
by the time she realized what had hap- 
pened,the hull and bottle were too far 
away for her to do her stuff; so the 
| ship went unnamed. The big hawser grew 
taut as the ship slid and was not cut 
until it was ready to burst;...the boss 
carpenter then cut it andthe end lashed 
into the crowd, injuring a jaw rivet 
tallyer and not missing'yours truly'by 
much. The brass band hit up a loud 
march that keptthe majority...from no- 
ticing the near-disaster and from hear- 
ing the groans of the dying carpenter 
whom the sponsor never saw. The band 
and the cheering covered a multitude 
of errors." 
: Another of Norfolk's railroad fer- 
}ries is already dead.When the Southern 
Railway's lease on the Atlantic & Dan- 
ville was turned back to the owners in 
July, the squat red MEMPHIS a CITY OF 
CHESTER, wooden propeller built 1872, 
reverted also. The A.& D.promptly dis- 
| continued all passenger service;so the 
old MEMPHIS gave up her run between 
Norfolk and trainside at Pinners Point. 
H. T. Crittenden of Norfolk says he 
thinks she will be scrapped. 
The Pennsylvania RR. has taken an- 
other lease from the Maritime Com- 
mission on ELISHA LEE a RICHARD PECK; so 
it now looks as if the old Sound Race- 
horse will be with us afew more years. 
: On Sept. 18, HOLIDAY cruised from 
| Baltimore to Washington, returning the 

next Sunday, when she averaged 19 mph 
|from Point Lookout to Baltimore har- 
bor--bettering MOUNT VERNON's Septem- 
ber 17 running time vy two hours. 

On Sunday, Sept.18, BAY BELLE had 
the probably unique distinction--for a 
1949 steamboat--of making the society 
page. The Monday before,withe2 orches- 
tras aboard, she had been the scene of 
a party for a Baltimore debutante. 

The N. B. & CG. Line announced a 
direct freight service between Baltimore 
and Richmond, to start October 17 with 
the Diesel RED STAR. Two trips a week 
are planned,with return callat Norfolk. 

FORT LEE, steel-hulled screw ferry 
built 1915 at Wilmington,Del., for the 
Riverside & Fort Lee Ferry Co. ,operat- 
ed Norfolk-Portsmouth since 1943, was 
sold in August for scrapping. 

The opening, September 21, of the 
high level bridge over the D.& C.Canal 
at Chesapeake City (replacing the old 
elevator span wrecked by a tanker in 
1942 )put the ex-Electric Ferry GOTHAM, 
which has been lifting traffic across 
the canal at that point, out of busi- 
ness. In November she was at Perth Am- 
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boy (N. J.) Drydock for overhaul. 

The old collier MIDDLESEX will 
shortly appear as a Sheridan barge. 
JAMES L. RICHARDS, former Mystic coi- 
lier, is now an Eastern Transportation 
barge, still retaining her tall funnel 
which now sports the ETC insignia. 

A brief glimpse from a car speed- 
ing over the A. & GC. Canal at Great 
Bridge,Va.,revealed a craft named VEX- 
MONT, apparently a barge made from a 
steamboat hull. Is she the Champlain 
steamboat or the Central Vermont? (Ed- 
itor's note: Almost certainly the for- 
mer--161944 ,redocumented October. Ross 
Black recently sketched a similar VER- 
MONT motor propelled, on the Delaware, 

At Miami Beach,speedboat king Gar 
Wood has been experimenting with his 
188' x 40' yacht VENTURI ,which he sees 
as prototype of a 900' x 160! Atlantic 
steamer capable of 36 knots. Twin- 
hulled, VENTUKI is unlike the conven- |! 
tional catamaran in that it consists 
of a standard hull split in half and 
transposed,so that the outer sides are 
virtually ruler-straight, inner sides 
curved. See Popular Science,Nov.,'49. 


News from the Northeast -1s light 
this time. There are vague rumors of a 
revival of Boston-New York service and 
new omens of doom for TICONDEHOGA, Ma- 
ryland Drydock is to build a seagoing 
double-ender (main deck fully closed 
in) for Mass. SS. Authority,to replace 
the ferry ISLANDER. At New London,ORI- 
ENT's loss of a propeller produced a 
grotesque arrangement on the Orient Pt. 
ferry early in August. ELIZABETH ANN 
took over ORIENT's passenger business, 
but cars and trucks went by GAY HEAD, 
which had to be towed because ofa USCG 
ban on her running until her pilot 
house is relocated! --CBM 


The national meeting at Newport 
News-Norfolk, Oct. 29-30, was, despite 
foul weather, most successful. As in 
1946,Mariners! Museum outdid itself in 
hospitality and entertainment. Oct.30, 
members crossed to Norfolk on WAUKETA, 
and were guests of the U.S. Corps of 
Engineers on a tour of the Dismal Swamp 
Canal,as far as Deep Creek lock,aboard 
inspection boats FALCON and YORK, 


We welcome the organization of a 
new sister-society, the Belgian Nauti- 
cal Research Association, whose first 
meeting was held in Brussels October 8. 
The group's constitution announces its 
intention to facilitate interchange of 
source material between its members 
and"similar foreign associations." The 
President is P. Scarcériaux, 21 Avenue 
Charbo, Bruxelles 4, Belgium. 
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WEST COAST 


Following the pat- 
tern of "Atlantic Sea- 
board," we open up, 
with this issue,a West 
Coast "branch office" 
for the Pacific North- 
west. This new. sub- 
region will be under 
the able direction of 
member Tom Sandry. 
Since Tom is also Vice 
President of the Puget 
Sound Maritime Histor- 
ical Society,his join- 
ing the staff gives us 
not only spot-reporting 
but direct and contin- 
uous liaison with this 
young and thriving sis- 
ter society. We wel- 
come him aboard. 

Proof of our good 
fortune is that Tom has sent in enough 
material from Puget Sound to fill the 
entire West Coast section. Since cur- 
rent news from the southern sector is 
scant this quarter, we'll run over a 
coupleof items and yield him the deck. 

In mid-September DELTA KING still 
lay at the Antioch shipyard,unaltered. 
Nothing is known about conversion to a 
barge; but apparently, since her Seat- 
tle owner is willing to sell, the ori- 
ginal plan for excursion use on Puget 
Sound was dropped. 

On November 12, the luxury cruise 
ship CORSAIR, former J.P.Morgan yacht, 
struck a rock in Acapulco harbor, Mex- 
ico, and was beached to avert sinking. 

Maritime Research Society of San 
Diego (Fred W. Reif, Secretary, 936 
gusteot., c+ D. 2) has issued plans of 
early ferryboats BENICIA and SILVER 
GATE, priced at $1 each. Very good. 


WEST COAST (Pacific 
Tom Sandry, Editor) 


Northwest area, 


Most spectacular ship loss in 


northwestern waters since the war was 
that of steam schooner SALINA CRUZ 
219645 a ANNE HANIFY, which took fire 
in engine room, 7 A.M., October 17. 
Seventeen men abandoned her 145 miles 
west of Gray's Harbor, and battled 
heavy seas in two lifeboats until res- 
CUcGr Aten so0-£.M. Dy UsSas Fish ‘and 
Wildlife Service vessel BLACK DOUGLAS, 
on which SSHSA member K. C. Jenkins of 
Oakland was serving as A/B and Biolog- 
ical Assistant. No lives lost. Great 


credit due Coast Guard planes, which 
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Robert arkinson, Editor 
3051 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley, Cal. 


SALINA CRUZ a ANNE HANIFY (Joe Williamson photo) 


dropped emergency rations and flares. 
SALINA CRUZ capsized 3:30 P.M., and 
broke her back amidships. USCG cutter 
McLANE took hulk in tow, leaving scene 
strewn with wreckage and lumber from 
deckload. Stern half broke loose and 
sank about 85 miles off coast, leaving 
100' of bow afloat. Cutter NORTHWIND, 
which later replaced McLANE,rammed and 
sank bow section as menace to shipping. 
Owned by Seven Seas Trading & 
Shipping Corp. of Los Angeles and An- 
thony C. Stralla (the Tony Cornero of 
gambling ships REX and LUX fame), the 
Panama-registered SALINA CRUZ was bound 
Vancouver-Honolulu with lumber, food- 
stuffs,and mill feeds. Stralla bought 
her from West Coast SS.Co., fall,1948. 
Except Capt.Benjamin F. Ivey and Chief 
Engineer Parkham, all aboard were Mex- 
icans. Stralla lost two other ships 
three years ago. RYDER HANIFY 220052, 
sister of ANNE HANIFY, sank between 
Hong Kong and Manila.WEST COAST 215234 
a JOHN C. KIRKPATRICK, also a_= steam 
schooner, exploded in Los Angeles har- 
bor. All crew escaped in both cases. 
ANNE HANIFY was built 1920 at 
North Bend, Ore., by Kruse & Banks for 
J. F. Hanify Co.of San Francisco. Her 
Gimensions were coo'i xX 435 'sx leven 
1344 tons gross. She was fine specimen 
of the fast-disappearing "dog-hole" 
steam schooners that made West Coast 
lumbering and transportation history, 
an offshoot from the "Hell-roaring 
days" spoken of by McNairn and MacMul- 
len in their Ships of the Redwood 


Coast. We are sad to see her go. 


Not so spectacular was the sink- 
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ing of the little wooden MERCER 215484, 
Se-year-old former Lake Washington com- 
muter boat. She rammed a dead-head and 
sank half a mile off West Point.An ex- 
steamer,she had been converted to gas. 

En Route to Greece,the former CPR 
steamer oo ALICE, now AEGAEAN, 
left Victoria about October 20 to en- 
ter Greek coastal trade. She follows 
her sister ANGELICA a PRINCESS ADEL- 
AIDE, which sailed for Greece in Sep- 
tember. Typaldus Bros. of Piraeus 
bought them to replace passenger ships 
sunk during the war. 

PRINCE GEOKGE Can.129748, which 
burned at Ketchikan,September 22,1945, 
was recently towed to Seattle after 
being refloated from Gravina I. by So. 
Seattle Salvage Co. Arvid Franzen, 
local shipbreaker, bought the charred 
hulk and towed it to his beach proper- 
ty at Picnic Pt. for breaking up. She 
should yield about 2500 tons of scrap 
metal, and it is hoped a quantity of 
lead ballast will be found in her. 

"Old Rabbit's Foot," NORTHWESTEKN 
155177 a OKIZABA,seems to have met her 
day of reckoning. If present plans 
hold, she will be scrapped where her 
bombed hull lies at Dutch Harbor. This 
lucky old vessel has managed to pull 
through all perils and accidents dur- 
ing 60 years of service--50 of them on 
Alaska SS.Co. runs. Even the Japanese 
bomb that ended her career found her 
doing her bit. She effectively divert- 
ed attack from harbor installations 
when the bombers mistook her for a ma- 
jor warship (actually,she was a float- 
ing hotel for civilian workers). 

The famous old VICTORIA 161826 a 
PARTHIA, another "ancient and honora- 
ble" of Alaska SS., is being laid up 
for the winter. She will be back next 
spring, for about the 50th Alaska sea- 
son in her 80-year history. 

The Famous Sound Excursion Steam- 
er VIRGINIA V 222170 has completed an- 
other successful season. Her owners, 
Capt.and Mrs.Howell Parker of Seattle, 
find their San Juan Island cruise ship 
more popular each year. Mrs. Parker 
somehow found time off to permit writ- 
ing words to a beautiful song, "Sail- 
ing Through the Sunny San Juan Isles," 
now published and recorded by the Mor- 
rison Music Co. of Seattle. 

Washington Toll Bridge Authority 
is prepsring a formal offer for Black 
Ball intrastate ferryboats,for submis- 
sion to stockholders of Puget Sound 
Nav.Co. Not included would be the Se- 
attle-Victoria run, which the state 
could not legally operate, and which 
Black Ball wants to retain. 


A persis- 


STEAMBOAT 


problens. 


B ILL 91 


tent report in Seattle and Victoria is 
that Black Ball intends to build a sis- 
ter to CHINOOK for the 1950 season. The 
1949 season was very successful. 

H. F. Alexander's determination 
to reestablish coastwise freight and 
passenger service between San Francis- 
co and Los Angeles is closely followed 
up here.We admire the courageous come- 
back he is making ina very tough 
trade, and are very happy that con- 
struction of his new ships will begin 
soon. These large passenger-trailer 
vessels mark the first major tactical 
change in meeting Coast’ transport 
We wish him and the Pacific 
Coast SS.Co. great success, as of old, 
and hope his plans to extend service |! 
to Puget Sound may be realized. 


Fairfield Shipyards,Glasgow, have 

started construction of the new 6000- 
ton CPR auto ferry for the Vancouver- 
Nanaimo run. She will carry 130 cars 
on two decks, and 1500 passengers. As 
yet umnamed, she is due to be complet- 
ed in the spring of 1951. 
CPR sternwheeler SICAMOUS, tied 
up at Okanogan Landing since her last 
run on Okanogan Lake in 1955, has been 
sold for one dollarto the city of Pen- 
ticton, B. C., for use as a museum. 

The Famous NYK Liner HIKAWA MARU 
will visit U.S. ports as a "show boat" 
for Japanese goods. Only survivor of 
3 trim 535' motorships put on the No. 
Pacific-Orient run by NYK in 1930, she 
will be a welcome sight. 

The Puget Sound Maritime Histori- 
cal Society sends its best regards to 
SSHSA, and hopes you will find contin- 
ued upswing in postwar maritime his- 
torical interest. As it is preparing 
for the 100th Anniversary of the founc- 
ing of seattié,  in1951,. itviss-most 
happy to announce the acquisition of a 
floating home,in the steam salvage tug 
CHEAKAMUS, former coastwise passenger 
vessel (Of the Union So. Co. ofee.c.. 
built in Scotland in 1910. Mr. Arthur 
Foss, president of Foss Launch & Tug 
Co.of Seattle,made this possible. More 
on this later--also on the success of 
the May 22, 1949, Maritime Day Tugboat 
Race, which will be repeated in 1950. 
Hope you will like hearing about this. 

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and 


a Happy, Successful New Year! 
COD Wanted: Broadside views of coast- 
wise steamers FALCON (1848), U.S. 
Mail; GOLD HUNTEK(1849); ISTHMUS (1846) 
a USS SCORPION; UNION (1849),Loper; A- 
MERICA (1853) ,Brown;PHILADELPHIA (1849), 
Atlantic S.N.Co.; TEXAS (1851) ,Morgan; 
UNCLE SAM(1852),Mills. --Erik Heyl,136 
West Oakwood Place, Buffalo 14, N. Y. 
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Stephan Gmelin, Editor 
ie a 1 Indien Spring Rd., Cranford,N.J. 


Isthmian Line***| 
Established 
originally as the): 
Maple Leaf Line 
and the New York 
& South American 
Line, Isthmian 
was organized un- 
der its present 
name with the o- 
pening of the 
Panama Canal in 
1914.The follow- | 
ing fleet list,|| 
eompiled with the 
help of Robert J 
McRoberts, in- 
cludes all Isth- 
mian-owned ships. 
All vessels 
built since 1940 
are C-3's. 


ANNISTON CITY.....(1921) In fleet. 

ATLANTA -~CITY......(1921) In fleet. 

BANTU.....22.2e+-+--(1901) Disposition unknown. 

BESSEMER CITY.....(1920) Wrecked off Cornwall, 1936. 

BIRMINGHAM CITY.,..(1920) Sunk in Caribbean, 1/9/43. 

BUENA VENTURA,....(1913) Torpedoed, 9/16/18. 

CHARLTON HALL,....(1907) b ANASTASIS Broken up, 1934. 

CHATTANOOGA CITY..(1921) Sunk in Northwest Atlantic, pee 
CHICKASAW CITY....(1920) Sunk in South Atlantic, 10/7 

CRASTER HALL,.....(1909) Lost by collision, 6/19/27. 

CROFTON HALL......(1913) b COMMERCIAL TRAVELER ¢ CUCUTA Sold, 1933. 
ENSLEY CITY.......(1920) b ESCALANTE ¢ SUSANA Sold, 1946. 

FAIRFIELD CITY....(1921) Sunk in Northeast Atlantic, 7/5/42. 

FOXTON HALL.......(1902) Sunk after explosion, 9/23/14. 

HOWICK HALL,......(1910) b DOVENDEN c¢ IRCANIA dad RACELAND Torpedoed, 3/28/42. 
HEN THA. 2. 0.0 (L907) aWrecked, 2/22/18. 

KNOXVILLE CITY....(1921) Sunk in Caribbean, 6/1/42. 

MEMPHIS CITY... 23°. (1921). b* MARIA: Sold, 1947. 

Moewubro LLY. 32% 3 .47(1920) b DIONI Sold, 1947. 

MONTGOMERY CITY...(1920) In fleet. 

SAN FRANCISCO.....(1914) a SAN FRANCISCO b SAINT FRANCIS c LAMMOT DU PONT. Sunk 
in Northwest Atlantic, 4/23/42. 

b STAFANOS COSTOMENIS Foundered, 2/18/36. 
Sunk in Indian Ocean, 4/6/42. 

a SEA ANGLER b CECIL (USS). 


Photo courtesy Isthmian Steamship Lines 


STEEL DESIGNER (and Pacific Marine Review) 


SANTA ROSALIA. .2.-6(1911 
PieM eon et. yeas (192% 
STEEL ADMIRAL..... (1944 


) 
STEEL ADVOCATE,...(1942) b BOGUE See footnote. 
STEEL ADVOCATE.,...(1945) a SEA TIGER. 
STEEL AGE......... (1920) ue in Northwest Atlantic, March, 1942. 
SPE GAGES fates (1943) a SEA FLASHER, 
STEEL APPRENTICE,.(1944) a HANSFORD (USS). 
STEEL ARCHITECT...(1941) b COPAHEE See footnote. 
STEEL ARCHITECT... (1945) a SEA CARDINAL, 
SPREL ARTISAN. 2... (1942) b ATTACKER —See footnote. 
STEEL ARTISAN, .(1945) a SEA PHOENIX, 
STEEL CHEMIST.....(1926) b THE INLAND Sold, 1946. 
STEEL CHEMIST,,....(1944) a SEA DOLPHIN b LEON (USS). 
STEEL DESIGNER....(1945) a SEA HYDRA. 
STEEL DIRECTOR, (1944) a SEA MARLIN, 
STEEL ELECTRICIAN, (1926) b FARRANDOC Sold, 1948. 
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STEEL ENGINEER,...(1920) b KENA Sold, 1947. 
STEEL EXECUTIVE, .. (1945) a SEA LYNX. 

STEEL EXPORTER,...(1920) Broken up, 1948. 
STEEL FABRICATOR,.(1944) a SEA SNAPPER b BARNSTABLE (USS). 
STEEL FLYER,......(1943) a SEA PORPOISE. 

STEEL INVENTOR,...(1920) In fleet. 

STEEL KING,.......(1944) a WESTMORELAND (USS). 

DI BELMAKER. si. . <<. (1920) Sunk in Northwest Atlantic, 4/19/42. 
STEEL MAKER.......(1944) a SEA SHARK. 

STEEL MARINER,....(1920) In fleet. 

STERUMOTORS bo .46 sie (1923) b TAI HU (1946- ). 

STEEL NAVIGATOR... (1921) Sunk in Northwest Atlantic ,10/19/42. 
STEEL NAVIGATOR, .. (1945) a SEA STALLION, 
STEEL RANGER...... (1920) In fleet. 
STEEL RECORDER....(1943) a KNOX (USS). 

STEEL ROVER,.... .. (1944) a MONTOUR (USS). 

STEEL SCIENTIST...(1921) Sunk in Caribbean, 10/11/42. 
STEEL SCIENTIST,..(1943) a SEA OWL. 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 


STEEL Poe ee Sunk in Red Sea, 9/5/41. 

| STEEL SEAFAREK,...(1945) a KATHLEEN S. HOLMES. 

ST&EL SURVEYOR, ... (1944) a SEA CORPORAL, 

STs TRADER, .2.. 7 (1920) b KUZMA NININ (USSR) ¢ SEA TKaDEK. Broken up, 1948. 


STEEL TkaAVELER,...(1921) Sunk in Northeast Atlantic, 12/18/44. 

STEEL TKAVELEK.... (1945 a SEA HAWK, 

STEELVENDOR.,...... (1923) Foundered in Lake Superior, September, 1942. 
STEEL VENDOR......(1944) a SEA PARTRIDGE. 

STKEL VOYAGER,.... (1920) Sunk in Northwest Atlantic, 9/23/43. 

STEEL VOYAGEK,.... (1944) a HAMBLEN (USS). 

SITBEL WORKER, ..... (1920) Sunk in Northeast atlantic, 6/3/42. 


STEEL WOKKER,.....(1945) a SEA TRITON, 

TUSCALOOSA CITY...(1920) Sunk in Caribbean, 5/4/42. 

Footnote: Eight C-3's were being built for the company in west coast yards at 
the outbreak of the second worid war. Only these three had been assigned Isth- 
mian names before they. with the others, were converted into escort carriers. 


American Export Lines have pur- Sold for breaking up: BEACONHILL 
chased the four vessels of the Shepard (1919) a HOVEN, BEACONOIL (1919) a DEV- 


Line's fleet, all originally built as OLENTE, | * ELISHA WALKER (1920), NIOBE 
AP "Exporter" type ships and later (1915), and W.H.LIBBY (1921), all for- 
owned by Shepard after serving as nav- mer Standard Oil tankers; WATERTOWN 
al auxiliaries. Renamed,they are: EX- |. (1919), Cities Service; Liberty ships 
CELLENCY (1940) a EXCELSIOR b ALMAACK JOHN I.NOLAN(1943), JOHN CARVER(1942), 
|} ¢ BUNKER HILL; EXERMONT (1939) a EX- and PETER WHITE (1943); COVALT (1919); 
PORTER b HERCULES c¢ BOSTONIAN ; EXTLONA CHORAN MARU (Japanese tanker, 1900) a 
(1943) a EXCHEQUER b LEEDSTOWN ¢ MIN- LAKE CHAMPLAIN(Beaver Line) b RUTHENIA 
UTE MAN; EXPEDITOK (1942) a EXCELSIOR | ¢ REGINA @ PERGONIA. 
bd WINDSOR c PAUL REVERE. Scuttlebutt: MORMACMAIL (1940) bd 
Casualties: ESSO WHEELING (1944) LONG ISLAND (escort carrier) is now 
a BEMIS HEIGHTS was wrecked off South | NELLY of Caribbean Land & Shipping Co. 
African coast, Nov., 1949. PARTIZANKA MONARCH OF BERMUDA (1932), former Fur- 
(1927) a SHAWNEE(Clyde) » CITY OF LIS- ness liner partly burned while being 
BON was destroyed by fire while laid up reconverted after war, will be renamed 
for repairs, Split,Yugoslavia. PACIFIC NEW AUSTRALIA, and be operated as an 
ENTERPRISE (1927), Furness Withy, was Australian emigrant ship by Shaw, Sav- 
wrecked on Pacific Coast, Sept., 1949. st alile <7 kee Kop air She will carry 1600 


Fleet Lists: From Australia, N. passengers, all in one class, and will 
L. McKellar points out several correc- have only one funnel and one mast. In- 


tions in previously-published fleet galls Shipbuilding Co.has been awarded 
Lists. Waterman: Two ships omitted, the contract for a new prototype cargo 
MAIDEN CREEK(1919) ,foundered off Block vessel to be used in any future na- 
Island ,12/31/42; and PANAMA CITY(1920) | tional emergency.Known as a C-3-S-DXl, 
a OSSA pb EXBROOK ¢ NOVGOROD (USSR), it will be 477'6" long,with a speed of 
Alcoa: ALCOA POLARIS was built 1941, 18% knots. kKumors went about the west 
not 1943. Pope & Talbot: FOKBES HAUPT- coast late in the summer that VICTORIA 
MAN (1918) later became NOXVALK (Nor- (1870) a PARTHIA was to be sold to run 
wegian), now out of current registers. to striké-bound Hawaii. 
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A publication relating to American 
steam and other power-driven vessels, 
past and present. Issued to promote 
and coordinate the activities of his- 
torians and collectors, ‘by the Steam- 
ship Historical Society of America. 
The success of Steamboat Bill depends 
upon the sustained cooperation of SSHSA 
members. Opinions expressed by authors 
are not necessarily those of the edi- 
tors. Subscription is through member- 
ship in the Society. 75 cents a copy. 
No. 32--December, 1949--Vol. VI, No. 4 


Left: DISTKICT OF COLUMBIA Pilot House 
--Photo by R. Loren Graham 
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Regional Editors as Indicated in Their Sections 


Now and then we pick up on our’ ship-to-shore a murmur’ that this or 
that member or group feels that our selection of material is not doing full 
justice to his (or its) field of steam vessel interest. At least two such mes- 
sages received lately make this seem a good moment for restatement. 

First, the Bill is a hobby--originally of its founders,now of a large 
society. Hobbies are enjoyable only to the extent that they are ridden. We of 
the staff try to do our share of the riding (writing, rather). But we can't 
pretend to do it all--or even the major portion. That is your part in the hob- 
by. What you write, Steamboat Bill publishes. What you don't, it can't. 

Over the past ten years, we have evolved a general pattern, designed 
to give due recognition to each of the main areas of steam navigation in which 
you are interested. Each issue contains one feature on ocean navigation, one on 
Atlantic Coast steamboating, one on the Western Rivers, one on the Great Lakes, 
and one on the Pacific Coast. At least, that is the ideal. Many factors may 
upset it in individual numbers: timeliness, length of articles,the picture sit- 
uation, and our desire not to‘neglect such more specialized fields of interest 
as ferryboats, tugs, inland lake steamers,European and other overseas material, 
whistles, shipbuilding, and others. 

But these are normal disturbances of the pattern, which level them- 
selves off in time. What will not take care of itself is an actual shortage of 
contributions in a given field. Steamboat Bill has rarely "rejected" an article 
--and then only on grounds that it seemed to fall quite outside our Society's 
interests. Hence, if we are publishing less than you think we should on South 
Atlantic liners, or Arkansas River packets,or Rangeley Lake log tugs, it i's al- 
most certainly because you are not sending us anything to publish. 

The remedy is in your hands. Write, and bully your friends into writ- 
ing. We'll print. Sometime we may reach the saturation point where we have to 
pick and choose drastically; but that point is not in sight yet. 


-- SALOON DECK LETTER BOX -- Fantail." Rather, it will be a place 
This month, we're sawing a letter where SSHSA members may discuss SSHSA 
slot in the wall of the purser's of+ affairs.Steamboat Bill is the official 
fice,for "letters to the editor." The journal of a society now so widely 
"Saloon Deck Letter Box" will not com- scattered that only in its pages can 
pete with Jay Allen's "Heard on the | we all engage in discussion of the 
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group's aims and conduct. With the Mc- 
Roberts Committee recommendations be- 
fore us--notably the vital question of 
& permanent central headquarters--such 
a forum is more than ever in order. As 
long as you care to use it, at least 
one column in each issue is yours. 

We begin with some views of T.A. 
Larremore, written in connectian with 
his ALBANY-POTOMAC article: 

"The passing of ALBANY-POTOMAC i1- 
lustrates again SSHSA's greatest weak- 
ness--its inability, in such situa- 
tions, to do much but weep and swap 
photographs of the dear departed after 
the undertakers have taken over. But 
an association like ours, of genuine 
and enthusiastic steamboat-lovers, 
should and can do more. It is not jus- 
tifying its existence until it adopts 
and prosecutes vigorously some concrete 
program of constructive activity, em- 
bracing, most certainly, strong and 
earnest efforts to preserve for pos- 
terity at least a few famous old-tim- 
ers such as ALBANY-POTOMAC., At least 
two examples have already been set for 
us. The Mariners! Museum has salvaged 
many parts of famous steamers.The Mar- 
ine Historical Association of Mystic 
has rescued JOSEPH CONRAD,withher fam- 
ous figurehead by Bruce Rogers,and the 
whaler CHARLES W. MORGAN. By compari- 
son,SSHSA seems feeble and futile. Un- 
til it lays vigorous hands upon itself 
it will so remain. The first step, ob- 
viously, is incorporation of our soci- 
ety in a state whose laws permit such 
corporations the greatest latitude and 
power to acquire, hold, manage, and 
convey property,real and personal. By 
the time this reaches print,the writer 
hopes that at least this first step 
will have been taken, and a program a- 
dopted of the kind suggested. Then, 
when the next great boat, such as AL- 
BANY-POTOMAC, is announced headed for 
the boneyard, our society may be both 
willing and able to do something con- 
crete to prevent another such loss." 


Earliest known steamboat photo (1848) 


and scores of others are in Ohio River 
Handbook (Young & Klein,Cincinnati,$1). 


Book Preview----To our readers on 
the Western Rivers, "Steamboat Bill" 
means two things, a magazine and a man 
--and the man has’ the prior claim to 
the title, by quite a few decades. He 
is Capt. William L. Heckman, Jr., of 
Hermann,Mo.,now retired after 65 years 
on the rivers,though he still keeps up 
the license which entitles him to pi- 
lot steamers on the Missouri clear up 
to the Montana mountains. 

This original Steamboat Bill was 
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BOOK REVIEW * * %* % % % * * 
Sea Routes to the Gold Fields: The Mi- 
gration by Water to California in 1849 
-1852,by Oscar Lewis. New York(Knopf), 
1949. 286 pages. Ill. $4.00. 

Timed for the gold.rush centen- 
nial, this very readable book "at- 
tempts to picture...what life was like 
aboard the sailing ships and steamers 
that plied between the two coasts a 
century ago," what sort of craft car- 
ried the migration,what seas and ports 
they visited, and what the forty-niner 
himself was like. Principal sources 
used, with ample direct quotation, are 
shipboard diaries kept by Argonauts. 

The book is divided into six 
chapters:"The Departure,""The Voyage," 
"Stops Ashore,""Panama and Nicaragua," 
"Steamships,” and "The Arrival." The 
fourth and fifth concern us most di- 
rectly. Lewis describes the typical 
gold rush steamer, and gives a general 
view of routes, companies, rate wars, 
epidemics, and marine disasters of the 
era. While little of his historical 
material may be new to students of the 
field, or readers of Kemble's Panama 
Route, it is on the whole well synthe- 
sized and interestingly narrated. 

That this is a popular work is 
not at all to its discredit, but that 
it is also to some extent a careless 
work is unfortunate. The several chap- 


ters give the impression of having 
been written independently and then 
assembled ina single volume without 


much attention to overlappings, out- 
right repetitions (even of one extend- 
ed quotation), and occasional contra- 
dictions. The last-named fault appears 
annoyingly in the references to the 
pioneer voyages of CALIFORNIA and FAL- 
CON (pp. 168-9, 195, 225-6), where the 
author fails to reconcile his state- 


ments as to passenger capacities and 
actual passenger lists. 
These are minor flaws in a book 


well worth having on any shelf of nau- 
tical history or Americana. Should it 
reach a second edition, as it deserves 
to do, a small expenditure of textual 
labor would eliminate them. --CBM 


one of 8 sons of William L. Heckman, 
"7 licensed steamboatmen and one 
steamboat cook," and shares with his 
father and his brother Sam"a record of 
150 years of steamboating mostly on 
the Missouri River and on wooden boats: 

Besides all this--though no read- 
erof The Waterways Journal needs to be 
told--he has been writing river news, 
river history,and river yarns for half 
a century. In retirement, he has been 

(continued on next page) 
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Heard Send FANTAIL views,reminiscenc- 

On The es, news of members, and notes 
‘. on operation to Jay Allen, Saf- 

Fantail fer Court 2, Urbana, Illinois. 


LOG OF A COKN BELT STEAMBOAT FAN 
Our fantail view shows ALLEKTON 
leaving Rowe's Wharf, Boston, for Nan- 
tasket. Although I took it-in 1942, I 
present it here because she was’ the 
only steamboat I saw last summer. Such 
is sometimes the fate of a steamboat 
fan living in the heart of the corn 
belt. True,I saw some lights that were 
evidently ona steamboat as my train 
went past the Cleveland waterfront af- 
ter dark, but I cannot claim tonhave 
seen the boat. At Albany, of course, 
what I saw was the absence of steam- 
boats. I left the train’at Pittsfield, 
Mass., to spend six weeks at the Berk- 
shire Music Center. At the end of the 
session I spent two nights near Boston 
and had time between trains, on my way 
back home,to walk along Atlantic Ave- 
nue and out onto Long Wharf. Picked up 
schedules of YARMOUTH, HOLIDAY, BOSTON 
BELLE, and the Nantasket Line. As we 
sped west, saw lights of a few canal 
boats on the Barge Canal,but again not 
the boats. Once home again I've had a 
couple of local Fantail sessions. Dean 
Cyrus Palmer(SSHSA) told of researches 
in river steamboating by way of bills 
of lading; Walt Draper and Capt. Tom 
Scott (SSHSA) provided a jolly evening 
of reminiscences of Great Lakes steam- 
boating, especially of MISSOURI and 
PUKITAN (Walt's favorite)on which they 
used to travel to their summer homes 
at Frankfort. Tom also told of globe- 
trotting on the second CALVIN AUSTIN 
and losing the propeller off the west 
coast of Mexico. When I expressed a- 
larm, he said it was very pleasant, as 
the weather was fine,the fishing good. 
In mid-October, I was interviewed 
on the "Hobbies Are Fun"program of the 
University of Illinois station WILL, 
sketching the progress of my hobby 
from traveling on J. T. MORSE, through 
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my interest in the Eastern SS. Lines, 
to the founding of SB and the reactiv- 
ation of SSHSA. There'll be more to 
tell about that in our Tenth Anniver- 
sary Number in March. So 1! ill-roung 
out this Log by mentioning some read- 
ings I've enjoyed:Harold Schoff's let- 
ter in the Maine Coast Fisherman, re- 
calling the days when 7 steamboats used 
to call at Southwest Harbor, Me.; the 
account,in the Oct.issue, of Capt. Ar- 
chibald, now 89, who enjoyed nearly 50 
years of steamboating along the Maine 
coast; Christopher Morley's account of 
a trip by the "Three Hours For Lunch 
Club" aboard ALICE MORAN; and the fine 
little brochure Tow Line of the Moran 
company. Now I'm taking a trip on a 
modern North Sea trawler by way of 
Roger Vercel's novel Troubled Waters. 
I mentioned our Ten nniversary 
Number. I'd like to be deluged with 
reminiscences of the past and news of 
your present interests and activities. 
I'd like to know more about our mem- 
vers as "folks," and I believe other 
members feel the same. The Fantail is 
the place for us to exchange yarns, 
without worrying about exact detail. 
So why not jot down some incident in 
steamboating that you remember with 
especial interest and send it along to 
make our next session a lively one? 
Much can be told in a few sentences. 
And send fantail views of favorite 
boats, with brief descriptive notes. 
If you're handy with pencil or brush, 
send a sketch.... Which reminds me-- 
it's time to pick out a picture for my 
Christmas card. So, Cheerio! 
STEAMBOAT BILL 
Editor's note: Mr. Allen has agreed 
to tell us something more about his 
old flame, J.T. MORSE, in the Anni= 
versary Number. For illustrations, he 
would like to receive "pictures of her 
at or near her various landings, in- 
cluding Eggemoggin Reach, or in other 
interesting situations (e.g.,at anchor 
while extricating a hawser from her 
wheel,etc.)" Rustle around,Maine fans! 


-*-Book Preview(cont. from page 95)-*- 
finishing a river book. Since the WJ 
announced, a few weeks ago, that the 
manuscript was under consideration by 
a publisher,the author has been flood- 
ed with letters urging its early pub- 
lication. Steamboat Bill the magazine 
would be unworthy to have even second 
claim to the name if it too did not 
heartily back up this movement. Good 
luck to Capt.Heckman, and we look for- 
ward to seeing his book added to the 
too-scant literature of the Missouri. 


